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A  LETTER 

FROM  THE  EPHESIANS 

AT  CAVINESS  CROSSROADS 

TO  THE  DESCENDENTS 

OF  PAUL  AND  APOLLOS 


An  Abbreviated  History  Of  Ephesus  Baptist  Church 


B 


I.  FORWARD 


7& 


he  arm  of  Christ  is  no  less  than  twenty  centuries  long.  "And  Jesus,  moved  with 
compassion,  put  forth  his  hand,  and  touched  him"  . .  .  Mark  1:41  Physical 
disease,  blindness,  disturbed  minds,  guilt-burdened  souls,  sorrowful  hearts  —  all 
were  miraculously  healed  by  the  touch  of  the  master's  hand. 

Amid  the  terrifying  disruptions  and  brokeness  of  human  life,  the  church  is  called 
upon  to  witness  to  the  unity  which  comes  from  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ. 

One  hundred  years  ago  (1886)  Ephesus  Baptist  Church  became  a  mission  outpost 
from  heaven  in  the  surrounding  community.  The  make  up  of  society  was  vastly  differ- 
ent then.  The  great  clusters  of  population,  common  place  today,  were  rarely  known. 
Most  persons  lived  in  semi-isolation  as  members  of  family  groups.  Surrounding  the 
churches  were  many  relatives,  parents,  grandparents,  brothers,  sisters,  uncles,  aunts, 
and  cousins.  Communication  with  the  outside  world  was  virtually  unknown.  A  hundred 
years  ago  the  christian  living  in  a  small  community  who  saw  a  fellow  man  in  trouble  — 
hungry,  ill,  unable  to  support  himself,  or  in  some  other  distress  —  considered  it  his  duty 
to  help  alleviate  the  suffering.  The  man  or  woman  who  turned  his  back  to  such  suffering 
would  be  considered  heartless  and  un-christian. 

Down  through  the  one  hundred  years  of  its  ministry,  Ephesus  Baptist  Church  has 
strived  to  meet  the  needs  of  mankind.  Today  the  difference  is  that  as  a  result  of  modern 
science,  invention  and  technology,  and  the  fact  that  the  earth  is  shrinking  at  an 
unbelievable  rate,  the  world  has  become  our  neighborhood.  Mankind  still  has  the  same 
needs  yesterday,  today  and  tomorrow.  This  is  the  history  of  a  church  that,  with  God's 
help,  met  man's  needs  yesterday,  is  meeting  man's  needs  today,  and  will  meet  man's 
needs  tomorrow  with  our  God's  continuing  help. 


a 


Robert  H.  Morrison,  Pastor 


II.  THE  CONSTITUTING  OF  EPHESUS  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


t  the  request  of  sundry  brethern  and  sisters  whose  names  are  here  in  written  we  the  under- 
signed Presbytery  met  at  Caviness  Cross  Roads,  Moore  County,  N.C.  on  the  26th  day  of 
SMil  September,  1886  and  constituted  them  into  a  regular  Baptist  Church  to  be  known  by  the 
name  of  Ephesus  Baptist  Church. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  constituent  members:  N.T.  Tyson,  J.M.  Tyson,  Elder  W.G. 
King,  J.F.  King,  J.A.  Hawley,  Oran  Oldham,  Hester  A.  Tyson,  Mary  J.  Tyson,  Martha  L.  McBryde, 
Eliza  F.  Lemon,  Laura  F.  Lemon,  Mollie  F.  King,  Ann  Hawley,  Margaret  A.  Parham,  Sarah  Oldham, 
Elizabeth  J.  Oldham,  and  Ella  Caviness. 

Presbytery:  M.  Baldwin 
W.G.  King 


III.  ORIGINAL  CHURCH  COVENANT 

Adopted  September  26,  1886 


j  s  we  trust  we  have  been  brought  by  divine  grace  to  embrace  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  by  the 
influence  of  his  spirit  to  give  up  ourselves  wholly  to  him,  so  we  do  now  solemnly  covenant 
with  each  other,  that  God  helping  us,  we  will  walk  together  in  him  in  brotherly  love,  that,  as 
members  one  of  another  for  the  Glory  of  Christ  in  the  salvation  of  men,  we  will  exercise  a  christian 
care  and  watchfulness  over  each  other  and  as  occasion  may  require  faithfully  warn,  rebuke,  and 
admonish  one  another  in  the  spirit  of  meekness,  considering  ourselves  lest  we  also  be  tempted,  that 
we  will  willingly  submit  to,  and  conscentiously  enforce  all  wholesome  discipline  of  the  church,  that 
we  will  uphold  the  worship  of  God  and  the  ordinances  of  his  house  by  regular  attendance  there  on, 
search  diligently  the  scriptures,  observe  closet  and  family  worship  and  seek  to  train  up  those  under 
our  care  to  the  Glory  of  God  in  the  salvation  of  their  souls.  That  as  we  have  been  planted  together  in 
the  likeness  of  his  death  by  baptism,  and  raised  from  an  emblemater  grave  to  walk  in  newness  of  life 
especially  will  we  seek  divine  aid  to  enable  us  to  walk  circumspectly  and  watchfully  in  the  world, 
denying  all  ungodliness  and  every  worldly  lust,  that  we  will  remember  the  poor;  and  contribute 
cheerfully  of  our  means  for  their  relief,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  a  faithful  Gospel  ministry  among 
us,  and  for  the  spread  of  the  same  to  the  ends  of  the  earth;  that  we  will  endeavor,  by  example  and 
effort,  to  win  souls  to  Christ;  and  through  life,  amidst  evil  report  and  good  report,  seek  to  live  to  the 
praise  of  him  who  both  called  us  out  of  darkness  into  his  marvelous  light;  to  whom  be  Glory  and 
Honor  and  Power  for  ever  and  ever  .  . . 

Amen 


_ — : 


IV.  ORIGINAL  DECLARATION  OF  FAITH 
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V.  LETTER  FROM  REV.  HENLEY 


VI.  Rules  of  Decorum  For  the  Government 
of  Ephesus  Baptist  Church 

Sec  1st  The  members  composing  the  Ephesus  Baptist  Church  of  Christ  shall  meet 

in  conference  at  Ephesus  meeting  house,  once  in  each  and  every  month;  the 
time  by  them  to  be  designated. 

Sec  2nd  The  Pastor  shall  be  the  moderator  and  by  the  appearance  of  quorum  shall 

take  the  chair  and  call  the  members  to  order,  invite  brethren  of  sister 
churches  of  the  same  faith  and  order  to  sit  in  conference,  inquire  into  the 
state  of  church  and  open  the  way  for  complaints.  Shall  cause  the  minutes  of 
the  preceding  conference  to  be  read.  Take  up  the  references  in  order.  Preserve 
order  and  decorum,  may  speak  the  points  of  order  in  preference  to  other 
members,  rising  from  his  seat  for  that  purpose.  Shall  decide  questions  of  order 
subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  church,  he  shall  rise  to  put  a  question  but  may 
state  it  sitting.  The  moderator  shall  give  the  casting  vote  when  the  church  is 
equally  divided  and  speak  on  all  subjects  by  addressing  all  other  members  as 
moderator. 

Sec  3rd  The  church  shall  elect  a  clerk  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  call  the  roll  of  male 

members  and  at  the  request  of  any  member  the  roll  of  female  members.  It 
shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  record  the  proceedings  of  the  church  in 
the  church  book.  He  shall  in  the  absence  of  the  moderator,  call  the  members 
together  and  act  as  moderator  until  one  is  chosen.  In  the  absence  of  the  clerk, 
the  church  shall  appoint  one  protem  who  shall  record  the  proceedings  of  the 
day  and  transmit  them  to  the  clerk  who  shall  record  them  in  his  book. 

Sec  4th  On  the  appearance  of  seven  members  with  the  Moderator  and  clerk  they 

shall  form  a  quorum  to  transact  any  business  but  in  case  of  excommunication 
any  member  dissatisfied  may  be  heard  at  next  conference. 

Sec  5th  No  member  shall  address  another  by  any  appalation  than  that  of  brother. 

When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in  debate  or  deliver  any  motion,  he  shall 
rise  from  his  seat  and  respectfully  address  the  moderator.  No  member  shall 
speak  more  than  twice  on  the  same  subject  except  to  explain,  without  leave. 

Sec  6th  When  the  moderator  is  putting  a  question  or  addressing  the  church  none 

shall  speak  or  walk  out  across  the  house,  nor  when  a  member  is  speaking, 
entertain  private  discourse  or  pass  between  him  or  the  moderator. 


Sec  7th  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  member  present,  when  a  question  is  put  to  give  his 

vote  unless  the  church  for  special  reason  excuse  them. 


Sec  8th  Every  proposition  made  and  seconded  shall  come  under  consideration  of  the 

church  unless  withdrawn  by  the  person  who  made  it  or  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
the  church. 

Sec  9th  When  a  motion  is  made  and  seconded,  it  shall  be  stated  by  the  moderator  or  if 

in  writing,  it  shall  be  handed  to  the  chair  and  read  by  the  clerk  before  debated. 
After  a  motion  is  stated  by  the  moderator  or  read  by  the  clerk  it  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  in  possession  of  the  church,  but  may  be  withdrawn  or  amended  before  the 
debate. 

Sec  10th  Any  member  may  call  for  a  division  of  the  query  when  the  same  will  admit  of  it 

which  shall  be  determined  by  the  moderator. 

Sec  11th  When  the  church  cannot  decide  any  matter  that  comes  before  them  it  shall  be 

their  duty  to  petition  sister  churches  for  aid,  which  when  legally  delegated  shall 
have  the  same  power  as  one  of  our  own  body. 

Sec  12th  No  member  shall  be  called  on  for  unpleasant  words  spoken  in  the  house  but  on 

the  day  which  were  spoken,  and  decency  of  speech  shall  be  observed  and  personal 
reflections  carefully  avoided. 

Sec  13th  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  member  to  attend  each  church  meeting  unless 

providentially  prevented. 

Sec  14th  It  shall  be  the  deliberate  judgement  of  this  church  that  duty  and  safety  alike 

require  all  christians  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage 
and  from  making,  buying  or  selling  such  liquors  as  a  beverage. 

Sec  15th  As  a  church  and  as  individual  disciples  of  Christ  we  emphatically  express  our 

disapprobation  and  condemn  the  practices  of  church  members  gambling  in  any 
way,  of  dancing,  of  attending  balls  and  all  other  sins  prohibited  by  the  word  of 
God,  as  wholly  inconsistent  with  a  christian  profession  and  contrary  to  the  Spirit 
of  Christ.  Therefore  each  member  is  earnestly  exorted  to  abstain  from  all  such. 

Sec  16th  These  rules  of  decorum  are  subject  to  alteration  or  amendment,  any  part  of 

section,  whenever  a  majority  shall  so  cause. 

Manner  of  Business 

First:  Call  Roll 

Second:  Inquire  into  the  Peace  of  Church 


VII.  PASTORS 


W.G.  King 

J.M.  White  1893-1895 

Milton  Henley  1895 

J.R.  Moore  1896-1897 

C.V.  Brooks  1897-1899 

A.D.  Carter  1900 

H.W.  Graham 

William  Rogers 

W.H.  Strickland 

J.M.  Henry 

F.D.  King  1900-1916 

P.H.  Parnell 

R.H.  Jones 

J.B.  Willis  1913 

J.O.  Fulbright 

J.H.  Hildreth 

L.P.  Soots 

O.A.  Keller  1917-1920 

L.C.  Lee  1920 

H.W.  Williams  1920-1921 

O.B.  Mitchell  1921-1923 

Frank  Hare  1923-1925 

Mr.  Isenhour  1925 

O.A.  Keller  1925-1931 

Frank  Hare  1931-1934 

J.W.  Buckner  1934-1937 

Guy  Funderburke  1937-1939 

Emory  Matthews 

J.F.  Stegall  1941-1945 

Robert  A.  Gardner  1946-1947 

L.M.  Dixon  1947-1955 

James  Cooper  1955-1958 

Bernard  Fallin  1958-1961 

R.T.  Willis,  Jr.  1962-1965 

Bill  Medlin  1966-1967 

Fulton  Thomas  1967-1975 

Edmond  P.  Warren  1976-1981 

Robert  L.  Wilson  1981-1982 

Robert  Morrison  1982-present 


VIII.  DEACONS 


J.R.  Gilbert  1889 
N.T.  Tyson  1891 
T.J.  Savage  1897 
John  M.  Tyson  1901 
M.N.  Spivey  1904 
P.A.  Fisher  1913 

Will  Allen  1935 
G.T.  Burge  1936-1967 

R.S.  Marsh  1947-1949 
Wingate  Branch  1947 
W.V.  Fisher  1947-1976 

Monroe  Yow  1956 
Hassel  Eads  1956-1972 
Swanson  Cooper  1960-1973 
Allen  Faulk  1960-1965 
Joe  Talley  1960-1966 
Andrew  Hales  1960-1966 

Robert  Cooke  1967-1981 
Robert  Bowlin  1967 
Hugh  Tillman  1975-1981 
Harvey  Bouldin  1975-1981 
Charles  Marsh  1977-1981 
Bernice  Briggs  1981 
Viola  Bowlin  1981 
Gray  Allen  1982 
Willis  Coggins  1981 
Andrew  Hales  1981 
Ronnie  Kelly  1983 
Billy  Collins  1984 
Clyde  Burge  1984 
Jim  McNeill  1984 
Don  Pittman  1984 
Clifton  Ayers  1985 


IX.  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
DIRECTORS 

O.A.  Keller  1918 
P.A.  Fisher  1921 
W.V.  Fisher  1926 
B.I.  Parham  1928 
P.A.  Fisher  1929 
W.P.  Allen  1935-1944 
W.V.  Fisher  1949-1955 
Robert  Cooke  1956 
Joe  Talley  1957 
Eugene  Bowlin  1958 
Swanson  Cooper  1959-1962 
Eugene  Bowlin  1963 
Swanson  Cooper  1965-1966 
Sally  Mullinex  1967 
Robert  Cooke  1968-1979 
Hugh  Tillman  1980-1981 
Willis  Coggins  1981-1982 
Robert  Cooke  1983 
Billy  Collins  1984 
Robert  Cooke  1985 


X.  CLERKS 


1886-1890  J.M.  Tyson 
1891-1893  T.H.  King 
1893-1899  J.M.  Tyson 

1899  T.J.  Savage 

1900  Martha  J.  Riddle 
1900  T.J.  Savage 
1913  C.A.  Craven 
1917  Mrs.  C.A.  Craven 
1925  Verla  Fisher 

1956  Dot  Jackson 

1957  Clara  Yow 
1957  Cleta  Jones 
1959-1960  Hilda  Talley 

Year  unknown  Swanson  Cooper 
1964-1974  Cleta  Jones 
1975-1977  Peggy  Jackson 
1978-1981  Peggy  Bouldin 
1981-1983  Bernice  Briggs 
1983-1986  Nancy  McLendon 


EPHESUS  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Late  1800 


XI.  IN  THE  BEGINNING 


n  September  26,  1886  a 
small  group  of  baptised 
believers  of  Southern 
Baptist  faith  met  at 
Caviness  Crossroads  in  Moore 
County,  North  Carolina  to 
organize  Ephesus  Church.  It  is 
thought  that  they  met  in  the 
little  school  house  that  stood 
across  the  Raleigh  Road  from 
what  is  the  present  White  Hill 
Presbyterian  Church.  They 
adopted  the  articles  of  Faith  and 
the  Church  Covenant. 

The  first  church  conference 
was  held  a  month  later  on 
October  25,  1886  and  at  that 
time  three  members  were  added 
by  letter  from  other  Baptist 
churches  as  follows:  Turner 
Smith,  Permelia  Smith,  and  J.I. 
Hawley  with  the  seventeen 
charter  members  made  twenty. 
Brother  W.G.  King  served  as 
Moderator  and  J.M.  Tyson  as 
church  clerk.  The  order  of 
business  for  that  day  and  for 
many  years  to  come  began  with 
two  noteworthy  items:  (1)  a  roll 
call  of  members  and  (2)  an 
inquiry  into  the  peace  and 
fellowship  of  the  church. 

The  people  that  made  up  the 
church  came  from  Cranes  Creek, 
Green  Springs,  Jonesboro  and 
Gulf.  The  school  house  was 
joined  by  another  building  called 
the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Caviness 
Cross  Roads  and  the  Post 
Office  there  was  known  as 
Villanow.  Sunday  School  was 


held  in  the  school  house  and  the 
worship  service  in  the  Masonic 
Hall,  with  the  Presbyterians 
having  their  service  one  Sunday 
and  the  Baptists  the  next.  The 
Methodists  had  established 
Center  Church  a  mile  and  a  half 
away  on  the  Plank  Road.  It  is 
said  that  the  Baptists  went  on 
their  Sunday  and  found  the 
building  locked,  so  the  decision 
to  build  their  own  church  was 
made.  Neil  T.  Tyson  donated 
the  land  and  the  good 
brethen  worked  together  to 
build  it  with  hand  pegged 
pews.  The  lumber  was 
hauled  by  wagon  from 
Ander  Hill,  where  the 
present  Quail  Ridge 
development  stands,  with 
Mr.  Jim  Spivey  as  driver. 
The  center  portion  of  the 
present  church  building  is 
the  origional  house  of 
worship.  The  finished 
building  was  dedicated 
March  24,  1889  with  the 
dedication  sermon  being 
preached  by  Rev.  C.L. 
Durham.  Mr.  Tyson  who  had 
bought  the  land  from  Nathan 
Graham  was  refunded  the 
purchase  price  of  the  church 
property  in  1890. 

Brother  W.G.  King  served  as 
Pastor  until  1893,  being  a 
charter  member.  In  the  early 
days  if  members  failed  to  answer 
the  roll  call  for  three  times,  they 
were  dropped  from  the  roll.  If  it 


became  known  to  the  church 
that  a  member  was  not  meeting 
the  requirements  of  the  church 
convenant  and  other  moral 
expectations,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  look  into  a 
member's  behavior.  They  would 
counsel  with  the  erring  member 
and  report  back  to  the  church 
conference.  The  female  members 
were  not  called  by  name  in  the 
roll  call  at  first  but  in  1889  their 
names  began  to  be  called,  but 
absentees  were  not  marked. 
Rules  of  Decorum  for  Ephesus 
were  adopted  in  March,  1889. 
The  rules  were  for  private  and 
public  behavior  of  members  and 
pointed  the  way  for  all  members 
to  live  their  lives  so  as  not  to 
bring  any  shame  upon  the 
church  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Church  minutes  reflect 
the  love  and  respect  shown  the 
pastor's  with  words  such  as 
found  in  Paul's  writings: 
beloved,  esteemed,  and  worthy. 
During  the  ensuing  years,  the 
church  was  always  faithful  in 
giving  to  Foreign,  State  and 
Home  Missions,  Children's 
Homes,  and  Associational 
Missions.  The  church  through 
these  means  supported  the  work 
of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  and  always  had  a 
gift  for  the  Pastor. 

The  first  Sunday  School 
was  organized  on  February 
14,  1897  with  T.J.  Savage 
elected  as  Superintendent.  It 


James  M.  Spivey 
Feb.  6,  1853-Oct.  5,  1926 


'Hauled  lumber  by  mule  and  wagon  from  Ander  Hill. 


was  said  that  Mr.  Savage  was 
the  one  to  arrive  first  and  build 
the  fire  to  warm  the  building  for 
these  years.  The  first  assembly 
were:  T.J.  Savage,  Mrs.  V.N. 
Seawell,  Martha  Riddle,  Annie 
Parham,  Ola  Parham,  Josie 
Seawell,  Ada  Savage,  Lillie 
Crutchfield,  Mary  Margaret 
Riddle,  Annie  C.  Riddle,  Flossie 
Leonard,  Berry  Riddle,  Cornelius 
Riddle,  Herbert  Crutchfield,  Loy 
Crutchfield,  Irvin  Parham,  and 
Lacy  Savage.  After  the  lesson 
and  speeches  all  the  little  ones 
that  were  called  on,  responded 
with  their  speeches  in  quote  "A 
splendid  manner."  Then  the 
assembly  was  addressed  by  J.M. 
Tyson  and  Dr.  V.N.  Seawell. 
According  to  records,  a  nice 
dinner  was  set  and  all  present 
were  invited  to  partake.  After 
dinner  was  enjoyed,  all  present 
were  treated  to  candy,  apples, 
and  raisins.  This  first  Christmas 
with  a  Sunday  School  was 
pleasantly  and  instructively 
spent.  C.V.  Brooks  was  Pastor  at 
this  time. 

During  the  following  years, 
the  faithful  continued  to 
worship,  give  to  missions,  and      ,, 
train  through  Sunday  School.  As 
Paul  referred  to  the  "Loyal  at 
Ephesus"  of  long  ago,  so  these 
people  continued  God's  work  in 
this  portion  of  his  vineyard.  The 
church  letter  to  the  Sandy  Creek 
Baptist  Association  dated 
October  9,  1900  contains  items  of 
interest:  including  Pastor  A.D. 
Carter,  the  members  reported  in 
1899  were  (9)  male  and  (15) 
female.  Contributions  were 
$225.00,  small  items  expense  was 
$21.58.  The  Pastor  was  paid 
$13.91,  Sunday  School  expenses 
were  $2.63.  The  church  property 
was  valued  at  $400  with  the 
seating  capacity  of  300,  and  the 
Pastor's  subscribed  salary  was 


XII.  THE  FIRST 

TWENTY  FIVE  YEARS 

IN  THE  TWENTIETH 

CENTURY. 


leven  years  later  the 
church  letter  dated 
October  1,  1911,  showed 
some  noteworthy 
additions  and  increases: 

Pastor's  salary   $43.75 

State  Missions   6.97 

Home  Missions    2.99 

Foreign  Missions     2.79 


Orphanage 4.00  depended  on  faithful  families. 

Minister's  Education    1.09         About  the  year  1915,  Will  P. 

Old  Minister's  Relief  70  Allen  and  his  sister  Lula  came 

Minutes  and  Clerk   50  into  the  church.  Mr.  Allen 

Total        62.79  served  the  church  as  Deacon  and 

Twenty  eight  families  were  Sunday  School  Superintendent 

represented  in  the  church.  in  later  years  of  the  30's. 

On  April  29,  1913,  the  Pastor  The  Rev.  O.A.  Keller  served  as 

Brother  J.B.  Willis  requested  Pastor  of  the  field  with  Cameron 

that  Mrs.  J.  Henley  give  the  until  April,  1920.  In  church 

ladies  of  the  church  a  missionary  conference  on  February  22,  1919, 

lecture.  She  did  as  he  asked  and  the  Pastor  appointed  a 

then  organized  a  Ladies  committee  composed  of  Brothers 

Missionary  Society  with  seven  Turner  Smith,  P.A.  Fisher,  W.S. 

members.  McLendon,  and  W.P.  Allen  to 

^^^^^^_^^___^^^^^^^^^  procure  and  fix  a  suitable  place 

for  baptismal  services.  Mr.  Julius 

In  the  observance  of  Matthews  gave  them  the 

the  Lord's  Supper  a  privilege  to  dig  it  on  the  north 

,  j  side  of  his    plantation,     lhis 

single  cup  was  used  was  done  and  in  MaV;  1919  five 

until  May  13,  1917,  at  members  were  baptised  in  the 

which  time  a  newly  PooL  However,  it  must  have 

l  j  •_  j'    •»       •  been  used  for  a  brief  period  of 

purchased  individual  time  because  records  vindicate 

service  was  used  for  that  Worthy's  pond  was  used  for 

the  first  time.  baptising  in  July,  1920  and 

^Tgg^gff^^*-, thereafter  for  several  years. 

'-.:„ ;2§gi]|     CM  Rev.  H.W.  Williams  was  called 

Among  the  faithful  leaders  of  as  Pastor  and  was  to  come  on 
this  time  were  Mr.  and  MSpepay^  October  24,  1920,  and  Rev.  O.B. 

C.A.  Craven.  Mr.  Craven  was  Mitchell  served  from  1921  until 

elected  Church  Clerk  January  1923  and  was  known  to  preach 

26, 1913  and  served  in  this  "r^sd  plain  sermons  that  seemed 

capacity  until  1917.  At  this  time,  like  anyone  might  understand. " 
Mrs.  Craven  was  elected  Church  During  the  years  of  1918-1920, 

Clerk  and  served  in  this  office  the  Spanish  influenza  that 

until  1924.  The  minutes  of  these  plagued  all  the  world,  was 

years  reflect  generosity  in  giving  prevalent  in  this  community 

of  both  time  and  money  by  the  also.  In  January,  1920,  according 

church  and  the  records  were  to  the  minutes,  flu  prevailed  and 

written  with  order  and  decorum.  hindered  the  attendance  of 

On  February  25,  1917,  the  worship  services.  Sometimes  it 

church  joined  in  the  field  with  was  so  severe  that  worship 

Cameron  Baptist  Church,  The  services  could  not  be  held. 
Sunday  School  was  re-organized  The  Rev.  Frank  Hare  was 

under  the  leadership  of  Pastor  known  for  his  lengthy  sermons. 

O.A.  Keller  on  Julv  8,  1917  with  He  served  from  1923-1925  and 

Brother  P.A.  Fisher,  again  from  1931-1934,  having 

Superintendent,  Brother  Turner  resigned  both  times  because  of 

Smith,  Assistant  Superintendent,  health.  He  faithfully  preached 

and  Brother  J.G.  Key,  Secretary.  the  Bible. 

The  Fisher  family  moved  from  The  Rev.  O.A.  Keller  also 

Union  County  to  Moore  about  served  twice  from  1917-1920  and 

the  year  1908  and  became  active  again  from  1926-1930.  He  was  a 

in  Ephesus  Church.  The  father,  faithful  and  sincere  leader 

P.A.  was  to  serve  as  Deacon,  during  his  ministry.  A  young 

Sunday  school  superintendent,  people's  organization  was  formed 

and  leader  in  other  offices  until  during  this  time  and  the  church 

the  early  sixties.  Then  the  son,  was  kept  informed  by  delegates 

Will  V.  became  active  serving  as  attending  associational  meetings. 

Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Representatives  of  the  Mission 

Deacon  and  Treasurer  of  the  Boards  visited  our  church  to 

church  for  over  forty  years.  A  speak  on  the  work  of  the 

daughter,  Verla,  also  served  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
church  faithfully  as  Church  During  the  1920's  and  early 

Clerk  and  Sunday  School  1930's,  Loved  Fore  was  a  faithful 

teacher  for  around  fifty  years.  member  of  Ephesus,  serving  as 

The  continuity  of  Ephesus  Sunday  School  Superintendent. 
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His  wife,  Prilla,  taught  Sunday 
School  for  many  years  bringing 
up  their  four  children  in  the 
church.  After  his  death  in  1937, 
she  remained  faithful  until  her 
death  many  years  later. 

On  August  26,  1923,  Ephesus 
had  a  "protracted"  meeting  and 
continued  with  one  service  at  11 
o'clock  and  one  at  7:30  for  a 
week.  This  was  the  custom  for 
many  years  to  have  two  services 
a  day  during  revival. 

The  annual  Associational 
letter  for  1923  to  the  Sandy 
Creek  Association  was  as  follows: 
Delegates  were  P. A.  Fisher,  R.N. 
Spivey,  Turner  Smith,  W.P. 
Allen,  F.D.  Little  and  Mrs.  T.A. 
Yow.  Pastor  was  Rev.  Frank 
Hare,  Clerk  Mrs.  C.A.  Craven, 
and  Treasurer  P. A.  Fisher. 
Membership  was  forty-one  with 
one  loss.  Church  property  valued 
at  $1,060,  homes  subscribing  to 
Baptist  papers,  seven;  Pastor's 
salary  $150,  Thanksgiving 
Orphanage  fund  $20.30,  the 


Young  People's  Union. 

(BYPU).  They  elected  Julia  Etta 
Craig,  President. 

On  July  26,  1931,  the  worship 
hour  was  changed  from  the  first 
Sunday  afternoon  to  the  fourth 
Sunday  morning  at  11  o'clock. 

In  1937  Ephesus  became  a 
part  of  a  field  composed  of 
Jonesboro,  Lemon  Springs, 
Cameron  and  Vass  with  Rev. 
Guy  Funderburke  as  Pastor. 

Often  times  during  these 
years,  Mr.  Emory  Matthews,  a 
lay  leader  of  East  Sanford 
Baptist  Church,  would  come  and 
supply  when  the  church  was 
without  a  pastor.  For  many 
years  he  came  and  led  the 
singing  during  the  revivals,  and 
often  he  would  bring  his 
daughter  to  join  him  in 
rendering  special  music.  He  had 
Ephesus  on  his  heart  and 
contributed  financially  toward 
renovating  the  church  building. 
These  were  years  of  the  deep 
depression  and  the  church  was 


grand  total  church  budget  being       hard  pressed  to  keep  going  and 


$361.16.  Ephesus  participated  in 
the  Seventy-Five  MiltioTTFund. 
This  was  established  in  194-9  b} 
the  Southern  Bap&t  Convention 
to  raise  Seventy-Five  Million  in 
five  years  to  increase  missionary, 
educational  arid  benevolent 
work.  In  1927  Ephesus  subscibed 
$176.26. 
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XIII.  CHANGES  IN 

THE  ORIG- 
IONAL  BUILDING 


n  October  2,  1927,  the 
church  had  its  first 
service  after  newly 
painting  the  building 
inside  and  out  and  the  pews 
were  cut  into  and  painted.  The 
origional  pews  had  been  long 
enough  to  reach  across  the 
church  with  a  narrow  aisle  on 
each  side.  By  cutting  the  pews,  a 
center  aisle  was  made. 

Sunday  School  was  held  in  the 
afternoon  for  years  at  2:00 
o'clock  prior  to  worship  service 
at  3:00  o'clock  but  on  January  1, 
1928,  Sunday  School  was 
changed  to  10:00  o'clock. 

On  July  1,  1928  the  Pastor 
Rev.  O.A.  Keller,  reported  on 
the  Baptist  Convention  in 
Canada  which  he  attended. 

On  September  22,  1929 
after  the  Sunday  School 
hour  the  Pastor  came  in  to 
help  organize  a  Baptist 


any  extra  expense  was  especially 
hard  to  come  by. 

In  October,  1941  the  Sunday 
School  was  making  progress  with 
forty  present.  The  members 
collected  enough  money  to 
recover  the  church  which  was 
badly  needed.  The  old  stove  flue 
was  torn  away  and  a  new  one 
built  from  the  ground  which 
made  it  safer.  A  new  heater  was 
purchased  and  more  plans  were 
made. 

In  January,  1942,  members 
met  and  planted  new  shrubbery, 
put  in  double  front  doors  and 
brick  was  used  to  underpin  the 
church  and  the  yard  was  seeded 
for  grass. 

On  September  20,  1942  the 
church  bought  a  piano.  Until 
this  time  an  old-fashioned  organ 
was  used  as  the  musical 
instrument. 

By  December,  1942  the  church 
had  been  refinished  inside  with 
paneled  walls  with  Will  Allen, 
who  was  a  carpenter,  doing  most 
of  the  work.  The  result  was  very 
good. 

The  war  saw  young  men  going 
from  the  church  and  the 
community  to  defend  our 
country. 

The  Sunday  School  was 
reorganized  under  the  direction 
of  Pastor  J.F.  Stegall  in  1941 
and  has  been  continuous  since 
that  time.  Mr.  Will  Allen  was 
Sunday  School  Superintendent. 


In  1946,  Robert  Gardner  came 
as  pastor  to  the  field  of 
Jonesboro,  Cool  Springs,  Vass 
and  Ephesus.  He  served  until 
1947  when  Jonesboro  went  full 
time. 

In  October,  1947,  L.M.  Dixon 
came  as  pastor  to  a  field  of 
Lemon  Springs,  Cameron,  Vass 
and  Ephesus.  Mrs.  Dixon  was 
instrumental  in  organizing  a 
Women's  Missionary  Society 
in  1948  with  Mrs.  W.V. 
Fisher  as  President. 

In  June,  1950,  Ephesus 
had  the  first  Daily  Bible 
School  with  good 
attendance,  with  Mrs.  Dixon 
as  Superintendent.  It  was  a 
success,  though  all  classes  met  in 
the  sanctuary  with  groups 
curtained  off  in  the  corners. 


Ephesus  has  had  only 
one  member  to  go  into 
the  ministry,  this  being 
the  Rev.  Tommie  King, 
son  of  the  first  pastor 
Rev.  W.G  King.  Rev. 
Tommie  King  returned 
to  lead  a  revival  at 
Ephesus  in  1951.  He 
was  then  in  his 
retirement  years. 


In  April,  1952,  the  first 
wedding  was  performed  in 
Ephesus  Church.  It  was  Miss 
Veda  Fisher  to  B.E.  Hix  and  it 
was  a  lovely  event. 

XIV.  EXPANSION  AND 
ADDITIONS 

n  1951  the  first  Sunday 
School  room  was  added 
to  the  sanctuary  at  a  cost 
of  $1,000  which  was 
borrowed  and  repaid.  Then  in 
1952  another  one  was  added  to 
make  a  wing  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  church.  Mrs.  Hix 
loaned  the  $1,000  for  that  room 
without  interest. 

Vacation  Bible  School  was 
held  in  the  summer  of  1952  with 
153  enrolled  and  successfully 
completed  in  the  cramped  space 
available. 

A  new  floor  was  installed  in 
1952  with  carpet  runners.  The 
fall  revival  of  1952  closed  with 
homecoming. 


Two  more  Sunday  School 
rooms  were  added,  one  to  each 
wing  by  1954. 

Mrs.  Verla  Fisher  Hix  has 
been  the  outstanding  lay 
woman  of  Ephesus  since  she 
joined  in  1910. 


She  was  church  clerk  from  1925- 
1956.  She  taught  a  Sunday 
School  class,  mostly  Juniors  or 
Junior  Girls,  for  many  years. 
She  was  a  charter  member  of 
the  Women's  Organization,  a 
very  missionary-minded  lady,  a 
true  "Missionary  Baptist."  She 
was  always  the  hospitable 
hostess  to  the  ministers  and 
their  families  over  the  years  and 
many  can  attest  to  her  cooking 
expertise.  She  was  always  the 
helping  hand  to  those  in  need  in 
her  community  or  to  the  sick. 

During  these  years,  worship 
service  was  once  a  month  but 
Sunday  School  was  growing. 

Mrs.  Cleta  Jones  came  into 
the  church  in  1952  and  became 
active  in  Sunday  School, 
Womens  Organizations  and  in 
the  music  ministry.  She  worked 
to  bring  others  into  Sunday 
School  and  Sunday  mornings 
would  find  her  picking  up 
families  in  her  ear  for  church 
services.  She  was  faithful  with    " 
her  time  and  talents  and 
supported  the  services  with  her 
presence. 

Mrs.  Mae  Shina.uk  and  her 
family  became  active  attendants 
in  these  years  and  she  was 
especially  active  in  the  Womens 
Organization  until  leaving  the 
community  in  the  mid  fifties. 

Mrs.  Viola  Bowlin  came  into 
the  church  life  in  1951  and  has 
continued  during  the  years  in 
teaching  in  the  Sunday  School, 
Women's  Organization,  in  the 
Baptist  Training  Union  when  it 
was  active  and  in  many 
leadership  positions.  Her  voice 
has  been  a  joy  to  the  choir. 

In  November,  1954  the  third 
Sunday  was  set  aside  for  special 
emphasis  in  bringing  tithes  and 
offerings,  which  was  most 
successful. 

Rev.  L.M.  Dixon  resigned  as  of 
June  30,  1955  and  a  Pulpit 
Committee  composed  of  G.T. 
Burge,  Mrs.  Cleta  Jones  and 
Mrs.  Bernice  Briggs  represented 
Ephesus  in  a  field  composed  of 
Cameron,  Lemon  Springs,  and 


Ephesus.  Rev.  James  Cooper  of 
Florida  was  called  to  the  field  in 
July,  1955,  being  a  student  at 
Southeastern  Seminary.  Always 
at  Ephesus  in  this  century,  it 
has  been  the  trend  to  seek  a 
minister  who  has  had  some 
Seminary  training  and  so  it  was 
in  this  field  of  churches. 

Worship  services  continued  to 
be  the  third  Sunday  morning. 
Cameron,  having  the  parsonage, 
had  more  services. 


XV.  REVIVAL  AND 

SPIRITUAL 

GROWTH 

n  June,  1956  the  grounds 
were  landscaped,  cabinets 
had  been  added  to  the 
Sunday  School  rooms.  A 
block  wall  was  erected  around 
the  front  and  sides  of  the  church 
and  a  circle  driveway  so  more 
parking  spaces  were  provided. 
Rev.  Bill  Self  was  a  fellow 
student  of  the  pastor  at 
Southeastern  and  he  held  a 
revival  that  June  in  which 
twenty-three  were  added  to  the 
church.  It  rained  so  hard  that 
week  that  the  new  wall  came 
tumbling  down  (without 
trumpets,  even)  but  some 
thought  it  was  the  effective 
preaching  of  Mr.  Self,  who  has 
become  a  leading  pastor  in  the 
southeastern  area  of  our 
denomination.  The  largest 
Sunday  School  enrollment  to 
date  was  reported  at  the  end  of 
the  church  year,  a  total  of  230. 

In  December  of  1956  a  bus 
was  purchased  to  be  used  as  a 
church  bus.  Hassel  Eads,  who 
with  his  wife  Delia  had  come 
into  the  church,  was  the  Sunday 
morning  bus  driver,  picking  up 
families  for  church. 

Rev.  Self  returned  to  hold  a 
revival  in  June,  1957. 

A  need  for  more  space  started 
a  movement  that  began  an 
addition  to  the  front  of  the 
church  to  include  a  basement, 
two  Sunday  School  rooms  and 
hall  on  the  ground  floor  and 
three  upstairs,  at  a  cost  not  to 
exceed  $10.000.  It  was  begun  in 
November.  1957  and 
construction  went  on  all  winter 
until  completion  in  March.  1958. 
A  central  furnace  was  added. 
The  Sunday  School  had  grown 
from  30  in  1950. 


The  dedication  service  was  in 
April.  1958  to  a  large  house  with 
the  sermon  by  Rev.  Self. 

Mr.  P. A.  Fisher  was  93  at  this 
time  and  the  flowers  at  the 
dedication  service  honored  him. 
He  was  a  faithful  and  loyal 
leader  of  Ephesus.  He  was  a 
Deacon  from  January,  1913  until 
a  few  years  before  his  death  in 
1967.  He  lived  to  be  a  marvelous 
102  years  old,  and  those  who 
knew  him  will  not  forget  his 
voice  raised  in  prayer  and  song. 

Mrs.  Merla  Smith  Gaines  gave 
a  guest  book  for  the  dedication 
in  memory  of  her  father  and  his 
family  who  were  leaders  in  the 
earlier  years  of  the  church  and 
until  Mr.  Turner  Smith's  passing 
in  1934. 

W.E.  Parham  gave  flowers  for 
the  day  in  memory  of  his 
mother,  Mrs.  Maggie  Parham, 
who  was  a  devoted  and  faithful 
member  until  her  passing  in  the 
1930's. 

The  Deacons  served  as  Pulpit 
Committee  upon  Mr.  Cooper's 
resignation  in  May,  1958  and 
called  another  Florida  native, 
Rev.  Bernard  Fallin  to  be  the 
pastor  of  a  new  field  composed 
of  only  Ephesus  and  Lemon 
Springs  as  Cameron  went  full- 
time.  This  increased  the  worship 
services  to  the  first  and  third 
Sunday  mornings  and  second 
and  fourth  Sunday  nights.  Mr. 
Fallin  was  a  student  at 
Southeastern  and  moved  to  a 
house  in  Lemon  Springs,  rented 
by  the  church  field.  The  vitality 
of  these  Florida  ministers  added 
to  the  life  of  Ephesus  as  the 
work  expanded.  An  adult  and 
Teenage  choir  were  started.  Mrs. 
Cooper,  wife  of  the  pastor,  had 
led  the  choir  and  how  the 
Fallins  added  their  talents.  A 
Training  Union  was  started  in 
1959  when  the  south  end  of  the 
Sandy  Creek  Association  became 
the  Sandhills  Association. 
Ephesus  won  the  attendance 
banner  on  "M"  night  two  years 
in  a  row. 

Violet  Bullard  had  come  into 
the  church  with  her  husband 
Pat.  She  was  gifted  in  music  so 
she  led  the  choir  at  this  time, 
doing  an  outstanding  job. 

During  the  Fallin's  years  in 
the  pastorate,  many  missionaries 
were  invited  to  come  to  Ephesus 
so  our  mission  work  was  well 
presented  to  the  membership. 
Mrs.  Fallin  led  in  organizing  the 
Sunbeams  and  Girls  Auxiliary, 


as  well  as  the  Womens 
Missionary  Society. 

Teachers  and  Officers  of  the 
Sunday  School  met  on  a  regular 
basis  and  there  was  much 
growth  with  the  Fallins  working 
on  this  field  until  October,  1961 
when  he  resigned. 

The  Pulpit  Committee 
composed  of  the  Deacons  of  the 
Church  worked  with  the 
committee  from  Lemon  Springs 
to  call  Rev.  R.T.  Willis,  Jr.  of 
Hamlet,  N.C.  to  the  field  in 
January,  1962.  He  continued  to 
live  in  Hamlet  but  was  faithful 
in  leading  the  mid-week  and 
Lord's  Day  services  in  both 
churches  for  almost  four  years. 

In  February,  1966,  Rev.  Bill 
Medlin  was  called  as  Interim 
Pastor  and  he  served  well  in  a 
sustaining  ministry  for  the 
church  field  for  a  year  and  a 
half. 


In  September  of  1 
Rev.  Fulton  Thomks  I 
became  the  pastoA  of*j= 
the  field  and  there  s 
became  evident  a 
renewal  in  Ephesus  as 
the  Sunday  School 
attendance  doubled  to 
over  a  hundred  in  a 
few  months. 


Mr.  Thomas  led  the  choirs  in 
both  churches  as  well  as 
pastoring  and  during  his  first 
year  Ephesus  led  the  Association 
in  baptisms.  He  was  a  faithful 
pastor  to  the  membership  and 
even  to  many  others  in  the 
community  and  Ephesus  had  the 
period  of  greatest  growth.  He  led 
the  church  in  Evangelistic 
visitation  as  well  as  serving  as 
Chairman  of  Evangelism  for  the 
Association.  The  tithers 
increased,  the  youth  were 
organized  into  Mission  Groups 
under  the  Women's  Missionary 
Union  in  1968  and  the  weeks  of 
prayer  were  observed  church 
wide  so  that  mission  offerings 
were  greatly  increased. 

As  the  Sunday  School 
enrollment  reached  323,  the 
need  for  a  long  range  planning 
committee  was  recognized  and 
formed.  An  air  conditioning 
system  was  added  in  1969. 

Mrs.  Nannie  Marsh  who  was  a 


faithful  member  for  forty-one 
years,  passed  away  in  June, 
1968.  She  was  a  loyal  supporter 
in  attendance  and  in  hospitality 
for  the  pastorate.  Her  husband 
Robert  S.  Marsh,  a  Deacon,  had 
preceded  her  in  death  in  August, 
1949. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.T.  Burge 
had  been  faithful  members    / 
and  workers  in  Ephesus 
since  the  mid  1920's,  both 
passed  away  in  the  mid 
1960's.  Mrs.  Burge  taught  a 
Sunday  School  class  many  yeafs 
while  Mr.  Burge  served  as 
Deacon.  Their  home  was  alw 
open  to  the  pastors  as 
visiting  ministersJn^September, 
1966,  Mr.  Burge"had  a  well  dug  / 
at  the  church  (three  hundred 
feet)  and /installed  two  restrpptns 
in  the  basement.  The  kitchen 
facilities  were  completed  in  the 
basement  and  with  running 
water,  many  meals  wer£  served 
there.      \ 

Fohrftiarv    19pV  \tn(t  church 
purchased  two  gas  heaters  for 
each  side  wing  of  the  church. 

1967  saw  the  passing  of  Mr. 
P. A.  Fisher,  the  beloved  leader 
of  Ephesus  for  over  fifty  years  at 
the  age  of  102. 

Also  Mrs.  Florence  Fisher,  a 
well  loved  Sunday  School 
teacher  of  Adults  for  oVer  forty 
years  and  the  first  President  of 
the  Women's  Missionary  Society, 
passed  from  this  life  in  January-,-  • 
1968. 

Ephesus  had  started 
contributing  to  the  Cooperative 


Program  in  1961  and  began  with 
2%  of  the  undesignated  offerings. 
It  increased  from  year  to  year 
during  the  leadership  of  Mr. 
""Thomas. 

A  New  carpet  was  purchased  in 
1968  and  also  a  large  vacuum 
cleaner. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  sent  on  an 
Evangelistic  mission  to 
;£olojnbia,  South  America  in 
August,  1968  for  two  weeks. 

i-lwas  in  this  period  of  time 
that  the  church  purchased  three 
acres  of  land  and  house  that 
joined  the  church,  formerly 
owned  by  Hassel  Eads. 

In  March,  1969,  Ephesus  with 
Lemon  Springs  voted  to  send 
the  Pastor  to  the  Holy  Land  in 

Thevfirst  custodian  was  hired 
in  the  summer  of  1969. 

The  church  supported  Rev. 
Norman  Mitchell,  ins4=JrIo_me 
Mission  work  in  Ohiq,  on  a\ 
monthly  basis  during;  this  period 
of  time. 

By  March,  1970  the  average 
attendance  in  Sunday  School 
was  176  and  in  February,  1971  it 
was  191. 

The  Hugh  Tillman  family 
refinished  the  church  news  in 
1971.  j 

In  1972  Ephesus  with  Lemon 
Springs  decided  to  get  a 
parttime  worker  to  help  the 
pastor  with  his  heavey  load, 
with  the  committee  from 
Ephesus  being  Bernice  Briggs, 
Hugh  Tillman  and  Marlyn 
Oldham. 


The  Burge  Family  —  Tom,  Ella,  Nina.  Clyde,  Glenola  and  Jeanette 


m 


The  house  on  the  church 
property  was  sold  and  removed 
after  a  series  of  troublesome 
rentals. 

Tony  Denton  was  employed  as 
Music  and  Youth  Education 
Director  to  assist  the  pastor  in 
February,  1973. 

Mr.  Swanson  F.  Cooper,  a 
Deacon,  member  of  the  Long 
Range  Planning  Committee, 
serving  as  Sunday  School 
Superintendent  as  well  as 
Church  Treasurer,  passed  away 
in  March,  1973.  He  served  the 
church  faithfully  and  well  in 
many  capacities. 


The  Church  Long 
Range  Planning 
Committee  presented 
the  idea  of  building  a 
new  sanctuary  in  April, 
1973  which  was 
carried  unanimously. 


In  July,  1973  a  delegation  of 
young  people  went  to  Caswell 
for  a  week. 

The  church  rented  the  lot 
formerly  occupied  by  the  house 
for  a  mobile  home  in  June,  1973. 
The  church  was  bricked  and  a 
new  roof  added  in  1974. 

Tony  Denton  resigned  as 
Music  and  Youth  Director  in 
June,  1974. 

In  March,  1975,  plans  for  the 
new  sanctuary  were  presented 
and  voted  on  by  the  church. 
In  June,  1975  Mr.  Thomas 
resigned  to  accept  full  time  with 
Lemon  Springs,  to  be  effective  at 
the  end  of  the  month. 

In  July,  1975  Rev.  Robert 
Wilson  was  called  as  Interim, 
having  recently  retired  from  full 
time  pastoring  because  of  a  voice 
problem.  He  came  to  the  church 
and  proved  to  be  a  wonderful 
blessing  with  his  wisdom  and 
experience.  Mrs.  Wilson  was  a 
welcome  help  with  the  music 
and  the  Women's  Organization. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to 
write  a  church  history  composed 
of  Andrew  Hales,  Viola  Bowlin 
and  Bernice  Briggs,  in 
preparation  for  a  fall 
Homecoming  Day.  This  day  was 
successful  with  Viola  Bowlin 
reading  the  history  and  Fulton 
Thomas  as  the  main  speaker. 

In  January,  1976,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  check  on  the 


matter  of  new  pews  and 
windows  for  the  sanctuary.  Since 
the  plans  for  a  new  sanctuary 
were  tabled  until  such  time  as  a 
Pastor  would  be  secured.  The 
pews  would  be  removeable  and 
adaptable  to  the  new  building. 
Bernice  Briggs,  Viola  Bowlin, 
Jack  Oglesbee,  Hugh  Tillman, 
and  Gray  Tillman  were  elected. 

New  cushioned  pews  and 
stained  glass  windows  were 
installed  in  May,  1976.  The  pews 
were  beautiful  in  gold  colored 
fabric  and  walnut  wood.  Also 
included  was  new  pulpit 
furniture.  Each  person  who 
bought  a  new  pew  was  given  one 
of  the  old  original  pews.  All 
pews  and  windows  were  donated 
and  a  plaque  naming  donors  is 
hanging  in  the  vestibule. 

A  fire-proof  safe  was 
purchased  in  May,  1976  for  the 
storage  of  important  documents, 
records,  and  etc. 

In  June.  1976  the  first  Youth 
Revival  in  the  history  of  the 
church  was  experienced.  An 
Evangelistic  Team  composed  of 
Jackie  Milwood,  Jr.  Gardner 
Webb,  Karen  Hinton  of  Mars 
Hill,  and  Catherine  Graham  of 
Campbell  led  a  successful  revival 
which  touched  not  only  Youth 
but  adults  as  well.  Fourteen 
young  people,  accompanied  by 
six  (6)  adults  attended  the 
Youth  Evangelism  Conference  in 
Greensboro.  A  large  number  of 
our  Youth  attended  the  Youth 
Revivals  at  Ives  Memorial  and 
Ellerbe.  These  revivals  were  led 
by  the  same  evangelistic  team 
mentioned  above. 

XVI.  A  STEP  OF 
FAITH 

976,  the  Bi-Centennial 
year  of  our  nation 
brought  Independence 
Day  on  the  Lord's  Day 
with  an  all  day  observance  at 
the  church.  This  was  at  the 
recommendation  of  interim 
pastor  Robert  L.  Wilson,  and 
was  truly  a  successful  day  of 
praise,  thanksgiving  and 
fellowship.  Highlights  included 
the  wearing  of  old-fashioned 
costumes  and  a  noon  meal  at 
White  Hill  Fellowship  Hall, 
which  was  appropriately 
decorated  in  patriotic  red,  white 
and  blue.  In  the  afternoon 
special  singing  featuring  Judy 
Allen  as  soloist,  was  enjoyed.  A 
very  special  touch  was  added  by 


the  ringing  of  the  old  church 
bell.  Mr.  Wilson  was  the  speaker 
for  this  special  occasion. 

Another  significant  event  of 
1976  was  the  organization  of  a 
church  council,  the  very  first  in 
the  history  of  the  church.  It  was 
composed  of  Hugh  Tillman, 
Chairman  of  the  deacons,  and 
Brotherhood  Director,  Judy 
Allen,  church  treasurer,  Viola 
Bowlin,  WMU  Director,  Bernice 
Briggs,  chairperson  of  the 
trustees,  Robert  Cooke,  Sunday 
School  Director  and  a  member 
at  large.  We  still  have  an  active 
church  council  which  meets 
monthly. 

The  driveway  around  the 
church  and  cemetary  as  well  as 
the  parking  lot  were  paved 
during  1976  at  a  cost  of 
$9,380.00. 

The  pulpit  committee 
composed  of  deacons,  Robert 
Cooke,  Hugh  Tillman,  Harvey 
Bouldin,  Phillip  Bunnell  plus 
Andrew  Hales,  member  at  large, 
recommended  the  calling  of  Rev. 
E.P.  Warren  as  pastor.  He  came 
for  a  trial  sermon  in  June  and 
was  called  by  the  church  to 
begin  his  pastorate  August  1, 
1976.  The  church  moved  the 
new  pastor  onto  the  field  where 
he  rented  a  house  from  Harvey 
and  Margaret  Bouldin.  He  later 
bought  a  house  on  Wicker  Street 
extension  in  Sanford.  Rev. 
Warren  was  the  first  full  time 
pastor  of  Ephesus.  Going  full 
time  was  a  real  step  of  faith  for 
us. 

Upon  suggestion  of  the  pastor, 
a  study  of  church  doctrine  and 
beliefs  was  begun  the  first 
Sunday  in  October.  It  was  also 
decided  to  begin  having  musical 
programs  on  the  fourth  Sunday 
night  before  each  fifth  Sunday 
and  that  any  one  group  be 
invited  to  sing  but  that  our 
music  director  would  have  the 
privilege  of  adjusting  the 
speakers  and  volume  and  that 
no  music  materials  be  sold  in 
the  church.  A  love  offering 
would  be  taken  for  the  visiting 
groups. 

Church  grounds  improvements 
were  made  in  the  fall  of  1976. 
This  included  removal  of  the 
front  brick  wall,  seeding  and 
drainage  work. 

In  December  1976,  the  Royal 
Ambassadors  ran  for  missions 
and  raised  $100  for  foreign 
missions. 

During  the  1977  church  year 


two  revivals  were  experienced 
with  three  added  by  baptism. 
Vacation  bible  school  had  85 
enrolled  and  observed  parents 
night  with  a  fellowship  meal 
following.  The  church  minutes 
were  microfilmed  from  the 
beginning  of  the  church  in  1886 
through  1965.  Church  grounds 
and  cemetary  were  further 
improved  by  re-seeding  grass 
and  landscaping  the  front  lawns. 
There  was  a  lay-led  revival  in 
April  of  1977  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Lockridge  as  team 
coordinators. 

In  June,  1977  a  study 
committee  composed  of  Wesley 
Venable,  Hugh  Tillman,  Andrew 
Hales,  Robert  Cooke,  Bernice 
Briggs  and  pastor  E.P.  Warren 
was  appointed  to  gather 
information  regarding  plans  for 
building  a  fellowship  hall. 

Church  building  improvements 
during  1977  included  installing 
storm  windows  on  Sunday 
school  rooms  and  the  addition  of 
a  hallway  between  the  upstairs 
rooms.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jake 
Cooper  donated  100  new  baptist 
hymnals  to  the  church  in 
memory  of  Mrs.  Cooper's 
parents  Will  V.  Fisher  and 
Florence  McDonald  Fisher.  They 
were  beautifully  bound  in  white 
and  gold  and  we  are  still 
enjoying  singing  praises  from 
these  hymnals. 

A  wonderful  world  missions 
conference  was  held  October  6 
through  October  9,  1977  with 
Miss  Maxine  Mosley,  Rev.  Cass 
Vincent  and  other  speakers. 
Other  activities  during  this 
period  included  Stewardship  Day 
in  October,  church  wide 
observance  of  foreign  home 
missions  weeks  of  prayer  and 
emphasis  of  state  and 
associational  missions  as  well  as 
WMU  Focus  Week.  These  are 
mentioned  to  emphasize  our 
faithfulness  in  promoting 
stewardship  and  missions. 
During  this  period  quarterly 
song  services  were  begun  with 
our  choir  and  visiting  choirs 
participating.  Judy  Allen  served 
us  faithfully  and  well  as  music 
director  during  this  period  as 
she  did  from  1976  until 
February  1986. 

Fifteen  adults  and  youth 
attended  the  Youth  Evangelism 
Conference  in  Greensboro.  On 
November  24,  1977  a  joint 
Thanksgiving  worship  service 
was  held  in  our  sanctuary  with 


White  Hill  Presbyterian,  Center 
United  Methodist  and  others 
participating. 

Baptist  Men's  Day  was 
observed  January  22,  1978.  The 
men  conducted  the  worship 
service,  including  the  music  and 
did  a  fine  job.  Another  highlight 
that  same  day  was  Judy  Allen 
and  her  relatives  presenting  a 
musical  program  in  the  evening. 

A  church  wide  prayer  retreat 
was  sponsored  by  the  Baptist 
Women  and  Young  Baptist 
Women  on  January  28,  1978 
with  Mrs.  Agnes  Phillips,  a  local 
Bible  teacher,  as  featured 
speaker.  She  led  a  wonderful 
study  on  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

On  February  26,  1978  at  a 
called  business  meeting  the 
Fellowship  Building  Committee 
presented  a  plan  for  a  fellowship 
building.  The  committee  was 
instructed  to  make  further  study 
on  the  plan  and  cost. 

On  March  5,  1978,  during  the 
Week  of  Prayer  for  Home 
Missions,  Mrs.  Neal  Peyton  was 
our  guest  missionary  speaker  and 
Rev.  Manuel  Cannup  taught  the 
mission  study  on  March  8  and 
the  Baptist  men  prepared  a 
delicious  supper  on  the  9th. 

In  June,  1978  a  long  range 
committee  was  elected  and  was 
composed  of  Robert  Cooke,  Viola 
Bowlin,  Andrew  Hales,  Cathy 
Cooper  and  Gray  Allen.  The 
committee  was  to  study  the 
needs  and  project  plans  for  three 
to  ten  years  in  advance. 

Rev.  David  Early,  minister  of 
music  at  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Sanford  did  an  excellent  job 
leading  our  summer  Music  work 
shop  June  26-29,  1978.  Choir 
members  learned  a  great  deal 
and  had  a  lot  of  fun!  This  was 
paid  for  in  part  by  the  Music 
Department  of  the  North 
Carolina  Baptist  convention's 
music  department. 

On  July  12,  1978,  the  deacons, 
Robert  Cooke,  Chairman, 
recommended  that  the  church 
authorize  the  deacons  to 
investigate  the  cost  of  adding  a 
baptistry  and  the  church 
approved  this  recommendation. 

We  participated  in  a  joint  song 
service  with  White  Hill 
Presbyterian  and  Center  United 
Methodist  on  July  30,  1978.  The 
offering  taken  was  given  to  the 
Lee  County  Christian  Mission 
Center  which  ministers  to  needy 
persons  in  Lee  County. 


Our  1978  fall  revival  was  held 
October  22-28  with  Rev.  Bennie 
Maness,  pastor  of  Pine  Grove 
church,  bringing  the  messages. 
Also  during  the  month  of 
October  the  Baptist  Men 
installed  two  (2)  basketball  goals 
in  the  play  ground  area  at  a  cost 
of  $206.90  This  was  to  the 
delight  of  the  youth.  Other 
improvements  to  the  playground 
area  were  also  made. 

Other  activities  during  1978 
included  the  erection  of  a  brick 
church  sign  on  the  front  lawn. 
We  were  the  first  in  the 
Sandhills  Baptist  Association  to 
show  designation  as  a  member  of 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention.  Also  the  cemetary 
committee,  chaired  by  Bernice 
Briggs  plotted  and  mapped  the 
cemetery  and  drew  up  rules  for 
the  obtaining  of  plots  and  the 
maintaining  of  the  same. 

Another  highlight  was  giving  a 
birthday  party  for  the  residents 
of  Samarkand,  in  October,  1978. 
This  was  sponsored  by  the 
Baptist  Women  and  Baptist 
Young  Women.  Twenty-four 
people  from  our  church 
participated  and  were  blessed  by 
the  experience.  The  Samarkand 
residents  especially  liked  the 
personalized  leather  bracelets  we 
gave  them! 

On  November  22,  1978  our 
church  joined  with  Plank  Road 
Church  of  God,  White  Hill 
Presbyterian  and  Center  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  a  joint 
Thanksgiving  service  in  the 
Center  Church  building. 

During  the  December  13,  1978 
business  meeting  it  was 
recommended  and  approved 
(after  lengthy  and  lively 
discussion)  to  delay  further 
consideration  of  construction  of 
a  fellowship  building  until  such 
time  as  a  baptistry  would  be 
built  and  the  pulpit  area 
remodeled. 

We  had  a  beautiful  Christmas 
Program  of  music  and  pageant 
in  December  1978.  Judy  Allen, 
Tommy  Tillman  and  Cathy 
Cooper  were  the  program 
committee. 

On  April  8,  1979,  in  the 
monthly  business  meeting  it  was 
voted  by  secret  ballot  to  remodel 
the  sanctuary,  to  provide  a 
baptistry  and  choir  loft  at  a  cost 
of  $16,555  excluding  carpeting. 
Later  the  contract  was  awarded 
to  Haire  Home  Builders  and  the 
work  begun. 


Our  1979  spring  revival  was 
April  22-28  with  Rev.  Gerald 
Bridges,  pastor  of  Cool  Springs 
Baptist  Church,  visiting 
Evangelist.  The  Easter  Sunrise 
Service  was  held  at  White  Hill 
Presbyterian  church.  The  1979 
fall  revival  began  October  8  with 
Rev.  James  McGehee,  pastor  of 
East  Sanford  Baptist  Church 
preaching. 

A  special  feature  of  the  week 
of  Prayer  for  Foreign  Missions, 
December  2-9,  1979  was  Rev. 
C.R.  Hopkins,  Chaplain  of 
McCain,  showing  his  slides  of 
Barbados  and  teaching  of  the 
mission  study  book  "Trade 
Winds". 

During  the  78-79  year  we  lost 
seven  (7)  members  by  transfer 
and  received  two  (2)  members 
by  baptism. 

The  1980  Spring  Revival  was 
April  27-May  2  with  Rev.  Max 
Gilmore  preaching.  Rev.  Gilmore 
was  a  favorite,  this  being  his 
third  time  with  us  for  revival. 
On  June  1,  1980  the  first 
baptismal  service  ever  to  be  held 
in  the  Ephesus  sanctuary  was 
held  utilizing  the  new  baptismal 
pool.  Those  baptised  were:  Nick 
Allen,  Steven  Bouldin,  Rose 
Denkins,  Loraine  Venable, 
Tammy  Patterson  and  Rhonda 
Murphy. 


Mr.  Oscar  Keller,  Jr. 
son  of  former  pastor, 
Rev.  Oscar  Keller,  Sr. 
gave  the  church  a 
beautiful  piano  in 
memory  of  his  parents. 
A  plaque  commerating 
this  generous  gift 
hangs  in  the  church 
vestibule. 


Women's  Day  was  held 
September  28,  1980.  This  was 
the  first  Women's  Day  in  the 
history  of  the  church,  as  far  as 
we  know.  Participants  were  the 
Baptist  Women,  Young  Baptist 
Women,  Acteens  and  GA's. 
Shelly  Hamer  and  Sherri 
McLendon  were  ushers.  The 
Acteens  presented  special  music, 
a  brief  history  of  the  Ephesus 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  was 
given  by  Viola  Bowlin  and 
Bernice  Briggs  introduced  the 
special  speaker,  Mrs.  Juanita 


McGowan.  Our  1980  fall  revival 
was  held  October  12  through  17 
with  Rev.  J.  Billy  Graham, 
Associational  Director  of 
Missions,  preaching.  We 
participated  in  a  community 
Thanksgiving  service 
Wednesday,  November  26,  held 
in  our  sanctuary.  The  Week  of 
Prayer  for  Foreign  Missions  was 
held  November  30  through 
December  7,  1980  with  Rev.  C.R. 
Hopkins  special  speaker. 

Baptist  Men's  Day  was  held 
January  25,  1981  with  Jackie 
Tillman,  Wesley  Venable,  Robert 
Cooke,  Willis  Coggins  and  Hugh 
Tillman  participating. 

On  February  15,  1981  Mrs. 
Ann  Graham  led  us  in  one  of 
our  very  best  prayer  retreats.  It 
was  very  well  attended  and 
everyone  enjoyed  the  fellowship 
meal  after,  but  best  of  all  was 
the  inspiration  brought  to  us. 
Mrs.  Graham,  wife  of  our 
associational  mimssionary  and  a 
former  foreign  missionary  shared 
her  own  experiences  of  prayer 
and  faith  and  touched  our  hearts 
in  a  mighty  way. 

We  participated  in  Lay 
Witness  Revival  March  13 
through  March  15,  1981.  The 
coordinator  was  James  Best  of 
Mt.  Olive,  N.C.  He  and  three 
other  team  members  brought 
special  messages  and  they  along 
with  church  members  did  soul 
winning  visitations.  The  church 
members  provided  meals  and 
lodging  for  the  visiting  team. 

Linda  Pressley,  associational 
GA  leader,  was  with  us  for  the 
1981  Home  Missions  Week  of 
Prayer.  She  showed  slides  and 
told  us  about  her  work  as  a 
summer  missionary  to  Oregon. 

On  March  4,  1981  Rev.  E.P. 
Warren  tendered  his  resignation, 
effective  April  25,  1981.  During 
the  months  of  May  and  June 
Rev.  Michael  Ray,  former 
associational  director  of  missions 
and  Rev.  J.  Billy  Graham, 
Associational  Director  of 
Missions,  filled  our  pulpit  on  a 
supply  basis.  These  men  were  of 
tremendous  help  to  our  church 
and  much  appreciated. 

The  1981  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  June  21-26  with 
60  enrolled  and  an  average 
attendance  of  49.  Viola  Bowlin 
was  director  and  Judy  Allen  was 
music  director.  All  the  workers 
worked  so  very  hard  to  make 
this  vacation  Bible  school  a 
success.  This  is  mentioned  to 


indicate  that  although  at  this 
particular  time  we  were  without 
a  pastor,  everyone  worked  hard 
to  carry  on  the  work. 

On  July  5,  1981  Rev.  Robert 
L.  Wilson  came  to  serve  us  again 
as  interim  pastor  and  he  led  us 
so  very  wisely,  encouraging  and 
challenging  us.  Under  his 
leadership  on  August  5,  1981  the 
church  adopted  the  rotating 
deaconship  plan  and  every 
family  ministry  plan  was  begun 
by  the  deacons. 


The  church  really  made 
history  when  on 
November  29,  1981  it 
ordained  two  women  as 
deacons,  Bernice 
Briggs  and  Viola 
Bowlin. 


Mrs.  Dorothy  Marsh  Woody 
and  her  husband  Junious  C. 
Woody  gave  $500.00  to  the  then 
recently  established  visual-aid 
fund.  This  fund  grew  until  we 
were  able  to  purchase  a  Bell  and 
Howell  projector  and  screen. 
Later,  (1982)  a  contract  was 
signed  with  Broadman  Press  for 
renting  films.  Gray  Allen  was 
elected  as  media  chairman  and 
served  in  that  capacity  until 
1985  when  Willis  Coggins 
became  chairman. 

A  people  Search  was 
conducted  during  October,  1981. 
This  was  quite  an  undertaking 
with  the  entire  area  mapped  off 
and  assigned  to  all  members  who 
would  participate. 

The  "White  Christmas" 
project  was  conducted  again  in 
December  1981.  This  was  first 
initiated  by  Rev.  Robert  L. 
Wilson  his  first  year  with  us  and 
has  proven  to  be  a  good  sharing 
experience  with  good 
participation  yearly.  Food  items 
are  wrapped  in  white  paper  and 
distributed  to  needy  families. 

On  February  10,  1982  the 
deacons  recommended  that  a 
constitution  committee  be 
formed.  The  committee  was  later 
formed  and  was  composed  of  the 
deacons  and  the  church  council. 
Mr.  Wilson  served  ably  as 
advisor  upon  the  request  of  the 
committee.  The  constitution  was 
presented  and  approved  the 
third  Sunday  of  August,  1982. 

The  church's  first  typewriter 


(a  used  one)  was  purchased  in 
February,  1982  at  a  cost  of 
$131.56. 

Another  first  was  an  electric 
organ  purchased  in  July,  1982. 
This  was  purchased  from  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Robbins  at  a 
cost  of  $1,000.  The  money  had 
been  bequeathed  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charlie  Johnson,  Friends  of 
our  church.  A  plaque 
commemorating  their  generous 
gift  hangs  in  the  vestibule. 

October,  1982  was  the 
beginning  of  a  year  of  challenge, 
renewal  and  growth,  begun 
under  the  leadership  of  our  then 
interim  pastor,  Rev.  Robert  L. 
Wilson.  The  fall  revival  with 
Rev.  Fulton  Thomas,  a  former 
pastor  was  guest  evangelist.  It 
was  a  time  of  real  spiritual 
renewal. 

We  observed  World  Hunger 
Day  and  several  of  our  youth 
and  adults  also  participated  in 
the  local  10  mile  Crop  Walk,  a 
joint  community  effort  to 
combat  World  Hunger.  Eric 
Meir,  who  was  nine  years  old  at 
that  time  came  in  second  of  all 
the  participants  in  the  county. 

Our  Mission  Friends  group 
grew  from  a  beginning  of  two 
members  to  15  members  and 
formed  two  groups  under  the 
leadership  of  Lynn  Perry.  The 
WMU  gave  Christmas  gifts  for 
the  Women's  Department  of 
Corrections  and  there  was 
churchwide  participation  in 
Christmas  in  August,  Weeks  of 
Prayer  for  home  and  foreign 
missions  and  a  prayer  retreat  led 
by  Linda  Pressley,  associational 
GA  leader. 

The  constitution  and  by-laws 
which  had  been  adopted  in 
August,  1982  were  put  into  an 
attractive  booklet  form  and 
made  available  to  each  church 
family. 

We  participated  in  a 
community  Thanksgiving  Service 
with  White  Hill  Presbyterian 
Church  as  host  and  Center 
United  Methodist  Church  also 
participating. 

The  1982  Christmas  pageant 
"The  Silver  Forest",  directed  by 
Judy  Allen,  Music  Director,  was 
perhaps  our  best  ever.  Over  the 
years  Christmas  time,  with 
music,  candle  light,  and 
pageants,  has  been  an  enjoyable 
time  with  excellent  participation 
in  special  worship  services.  In 
addition  to  Judy  Allen,  others 
who  have  been  a  part  of 


"producing"  Christmas  pageants, 
etc.  in  the  last  10-15  years 
include:  Nancy  McLendon, 
Elaine  McNeill,  Barbara  Jones, 
Marie  McLendon,  Larry 
Patterson,  Jean  Cooke,  Gray 
Allen,  Gray  Tillman,  (now 
deceased.)  Gray  Tillman  was 
particularly  talented  in  art  and 
did  some  beautiful  backgrounds, 
etc.  Christmas  at  Ephesus  also 
has  been  a  time  when  it  has 
been  traditional  to  give  out 
"treat"  bags,  brown  bags 
containing  fruit,  candy,  raisins, 
gum,  nuts,  etc.  .  .  .  These  have 
been  a  special  delight  to 
children  and  we  might  say  to 
adults  as  well.  The  bags  are 
usually  prepared  by  the  deacons 
and  given  out  at  the  end  of  the 
special  Christmas  services. 

Rey.  Robert  H.  (Bob) 
Morrison,  Jr.,  was  called  as 
pastor  and  began  his  full  time 
services  Sunday,  February  6, 
1983.  He  served  as  supply  and 
interim  for  a  short  period  before 
this.  Challenge,  renewal,  and 
growth  have  continued  with 
many  exciting  "firsts"  under  his 
fine  leadership. 

XVII.  OUTGROWTH  OF 
THE  STEP 
OF  FAITH 


e  served  as  host  for  the 
1983  Easter  Sunrise 
Service  with  White  Hill 
Presbyterian  Church,  and 
Center  United  Methodist 
Church.  Breakfast  was  served 
after  the  services. 

A  pictorial  church  directory 
was  completed,  our  very  first! 
Everyone  enjoyed  looking 
through  the  pages  and 
identifying  persons  and  families. 

A  fellowship  dinner  was  given 
in  honor  of  our  pastor  and  wife 
Pauline  and  our  eldest  member, 
Mrs.  Verla  Hix,  who  has 
inspired  us  all  with  her 
dedication  and  commitment. 

On  Sunday,  July  10,  1983 
upon  recommendation  of  the 
deacons,  the  congregation  voted 
to  begin  construction  of  a  4,000 
square  foot  building  to  contain  a 
fellowship  hall  and  Sunday 
school  class  rooms. 

We  hosted  the  first  joint 
Community  Christian  Renewal 
and  Commitment  Services  July 
17  through  July  20,  1983  with 
combined  congregations  of  White 
Hill  Presbyterian  Church  and 


Center  United  Methodist  Church 
also  participating.  Each  pastor 
brought  a  message  and  the 
services  were  climaxed  by  the 
message  given  by  Dr.  Albert 
Edwards,  pastor  of  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina.  Music  was 
provided  by  each  church  and  in 
the  closing  service  our  Music 
Director,  Judy  Allen,  directed  a 
combined  choir  of  about  50 
voices.  Attendance  was  excellent 
and  there  were  many  re- 
dedications. 

For  the  first  time,  a  full  time 
summer  Youth  Worker  was 
employed  for  the  1983  summer. 
Phillip  Townsend,  a  Gardner 
Webb  College  student  directed 
our  youth  and  children  in  an 
exciting,  busy  summer.  The 
youth  program  was  so  enhanced 
by  this  venture  that  the 
congregation  voted  to  employ  a 
summer  youth  worker  again  for 
the  year  1984.  Eight  (8)  of  our 
youth  were  led  to  Christ  during 
the  summer.  A  youth  committee 
was  elected  to  have  direction  of 
the  Youth  program.  Twelve  of 
the  youth  and  the  youth  leaders, 
along  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Morrison  attended  Youth  Week 
at  Caswell  in  August,  1983. 

The  youth  raised  the  entire 
cost,  over  $1,000  themselves 
through  various  activities. 

A  churchwide  outreach 
visitation  program  was  begun 
and  is  being  maintained.  Rev. 
Fain  Farmer  of  Dallas,  N.C.  led 
our  Sunday  school  enlargement 
promotion  training. 

During  1983  a  classroom  was 
converted  into  a  pastor  study- 
office.  It  was  attractively 
decorated  and  Mr.  Morrison 
furnished  it.  It  certainly  has 
been  a  nice  addition  and  very 
useful  to  our  Pastor,  Church 
Council  and  Deacons. 

On  July  17,  1983  the  30  voice 
choir  wore  their  beautiful  new 
robes  for  the  first  time.  The 
robes  were  gold  in  color  and 
trimmed  with  green  satin  collars 
which  can  be  reversed  to  white. 

Another  important  event  of 
1983  was  our  lay-led  revival. 
Seventy  home  visits  were 
attempted  and  witness  was  made 
to  35  individuals. 

The  van  which  was  purchased 
in  1983  has  really  been  put  to 
good  use  by  all  ages  in  various 
activities. 

The  1984  church  year  was  one 
of  growth,  implementing  new 
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programs  and  completing 
established  goals.  November, 

1983  a  youth-led  revival  was 
held  under  the  leadership  of  a 
team  from  Gardner  Webb 
College.  A  Campbell  University 

.student  group  presented  a 
musical  program  for  the  entire    . 
church.  Among  other  musical 
groups  enjoyed  each  month  were 
Danny  and  the  Ambassadors  and 
Ephesus'  own  newly  formed 
music  group.  This  group  was 
engaged  by  several  churches  and 
it  also  conducted  musical 
programs  in  prison  and  nursing 
homes.  Judy  Allen,  Music 
Director  wrote  and  directed  the 
presentation  of  an  outdoor 
Christmas  Pageant  that  was  well 
attended  during  the  Christmas 
Season.  The  pageant  was 
presented  at  two  (2)  nursing 
homes  in  Sanford.  Our  choir 
received  an  advanced  music 
award  from  the  State  Baptist 
Convention  Music  Department. 

In  January,  1984  Ephesus 
began  a  message  to  the  children 
during  the  morning  worship 
hour,  conducted  by  Clifton 
Ayers.  This  ministry  continues 
to  this  date.  Clifton  has  done  a 
fine  job  with  this  ministry  which 
is  enjoyed  by  the  children  and 
adults  as  well. 

Phillip  Townsend,  summer 
youth  worker,  returned  for  the 

1984  summer  youth  activities. 
He  worked  under  the  direction 
of  Jim  Perry,  our  youth  director. 
The  youth  and  adult  leaders 
enjoyed  another  week  at  Caswell. 
Mr.  Rick  Taylor,  State  Youth 

gWorker,  conducted  a  youth 

"pfeadership  program  in  April, 
1984  for  all  youth  workers. 

|     On  May  27,  1984,  during  the 
morning  worship  service  the  new 
fellowship  hall  and  education 
building  was  dedicated  to  the 
service  of  our  Lord.  Rev.  Gene 
Puckett,  editor  of  the  Biblical 
Recorder  was  the  speaker  and 
Rev.  J.  Billy  Graham,  our 

'"associational  director  also 
participated.  Following  the 
dedication  service  about  200 
people  enjoyed  an  old-fashioned 
"pig-picking"  and  all  the 
trimmings.  This  was  made 
possible  by  our  generous  pastor, 
Rev.  Robert  H.  (Bob)  Morrison 
who  furnished  the  food,  and 
members  brought  desserts.  It 
was  a  great  day  of  thanksgiving 
and  celebration  of  the  Lord's 
goodness  and  provision.  The  new 
building  has  meant  so  very 


much  to  the  educational  and 
fellowship  activities  of  the 
church.  The  first  activity  held  in 
the  fellowship  hall  was  the 
celebration  of  the  fifty-fifth 
wedding  anniversary  of  James  R. 
and  Mary  Fore  in  February, 
1984.  The  second  event  held  in 
the  new  facility  was  a  fellowship 
time  following  the  week  of 
prayer  for  Home  Missions 
emphasis  in  March,  1984. 

We  joined  White  Hill 
Presbyterian  and  Center  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  the 
second  Christian  Renewal 
Service  in  July,  1984.  Through  a 
joint  effort  of  our  churches, 
(Ephesus,  White  Hill,  Center), 
The  Lee  County  Department  for 
the  Aging  began  in  1984  to 
operate  a  Senior  Citizen  Center 
and  Nutrition  Site  in  our  own 
fellowship  building.  Meals  are 
served  Monday  through  Friday. 
Crafts,  art,  Bible  study  and 
many  other  activities  are 
provided.  Several  volunteers 
from  our  church  assist  with,  the 
serving  of  the  meals  including 
Maxie  Eads,  Letha  Coggins, 
Bernice  Briggs,  and  Margaret 
Lester. 

During  the  1984  year  Viola 
Bowlin  and  Pauline  Morrison 
volunteered  to  serve  as  Co- 
Directors  of  the  Senior  Adults 
and  the  Senior  Adult  Fellowship 
Group  was  formed.  Their  first 
activity  was  attending  the 
Associational  Senior  Adult 
Fellowship  Program  in  Southern 
Pines,  in  May  1984. 

Nine  (9)  of  our  young  people 
were  baptised  during  the  1984 
year.  This  represented  a  total  of 
1 7  young  people  baptised  in  18 
months. 

The  church  year  of  1984-1985 
was  full  and  productive.  In  the 
area  of  membership  growth 
there  were  59  additions,  40  of 
these  being  by  baptism.  Our 
Evangelistic  Crusade  was  held 
November  25-December  2,  1984, 
led  by  Dr.  Thad  Hamilton 
Evangelist  and  his  wife  Camile, 
soloist.  Dr.  Victor  Cole,  North 
Carolina  Baptist  Convention 
Evangelism  Director  was  our 
revival  speaker,  May  19-23.  We 
also  participated  in  the  annual 
joint  community  Christian 
Renewal  Service,  July  14-17. 
This  was  instituted  by  our 
Pastor,  Bob  Morrison  in  1983 
and  has  created  quite  a  bit  of 
interest  and  participation  in  the 
community. 


Building  improvements 
included  the  building  of  a  closet 
in  the  choir  room,  to  store  the 
choir  robes  so  they  could  be 
kept  in  good  condition.  Two 
game  tables  were  put  in  the 
church  basement  area  for  the 
use  of  the  youth  of  the  church. 
This  was  at  no  cost  to  the 
church.  Also  a  new  refrigerator 
was  purchased  for  the  fellowship 
hall. 

An  organist,  Paige  Cameron  of 
Sanford  was  employed  for  the 
second  and  fourth  Sunday 
morning  Worship  service.  Paige 
is  no  longer  organist  as  she  went 
off  to  college.  However,  we  are 
delighted  that  Sherri  McLendon 
is  now  playing  the  organ* 

The  Adult  B  Sunday  School 
Class  hosted  a  Christmas  dinner 
and  party  honoring  all  Senior 
Adults.  Everyone  seemed  to 
enjoy  themselves  both  in  eating 
and  playing  of  games! 

Mrs.  Gladys  Dixon  taught  the 
churchwide  Foreign  Mission 
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Study  and  we  exceeded  both  our 


Foreign  and  Home  Missions 
offerings.  The  Home  Missions 
study  was  taught  by  our 
Associational  Director,  J.  Billy 
Graham. 

We  enjoyed  having  several 
other  special  guest  speakers 
during  the  year  such  as 
Missionary  Zebb  Moss,  Former 
Missionary,  Jessie  Crooks, 
Talmage  Williams  of  the  North 
Carolina  Baptist  Convention 
Stewardship  Department,  Lee 
Rorie,  a  Red  Branch  Layman 
representing  the  Gideons  and 
others.  W^M  m 

The  choir  and  other  members 
presented  an  outstanding 
Christmas  Program  entitled  "He 
Shall  Be  Called  Wonderful" 
written  and  directed  by  Judy 
Allen,  Music  Director  and  Elaine 
McNeill.  The  choir  sang  at  other 
churches  during  revivals 
including  Cameron  Baptist  and 
our  pastor  was  their  guest 
evangelist.  We  were  pleased  to 
again  have  our  choir  receive 
recognition  from  the  North 
Carolina  Baptist  Convention 
Music  Department. 

We  honored  our  Pastor,  Bob 
Morrison  and  his  wife  Pauline 
with  an  "Appreciation  Day"  in 
celebration  of  their  wedding 
anniversary  and  their  service  to 
us. 

Many  of  our  youth  and  adults 
enjoyed  a  ski  retreat  the 
weekend  of  February  24,  1985. 
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They  reported  having  a  joyous 
time  of  fellowship.  There  were 
reports  of  a  few  anxious 
moments  "sliding"  around  in  the 
van!  Many  children,  youth  and 
adults  also  enjoyed  an  outing  to 
Carowinds. 

We  joined  White  Hill  and 
Center  Churches  in  pre-Easter 
Services,  April  4  and  5  and  the 
Easter  Sunrise  Service  at  Center 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Our  Senior  Adult  Fellowship 
continues  to  be  active  and  have 
enjoyed  such  things  as  dinner 
and  the  magician  at  the 
Sheraton  at  the  Senior  Adult 
Rally  in  May,  Ice  Cream  Supper, 
bingo,  special  musical  guests, 
games,  watermelon  cutting  and 
of  course  Jessica  Hales  our 
Associational  Senior  Adult 
Director,  especially  when  she 
dons  her  clown  utfit! 

The  choir  sponsored  a 
cookbook  which  was  a  sell  out! 
We  sold  two  shipments  and 
people  were  still  requesting 
them.  The  news  got  out  that  we 
have  some  good  cooks!  Elaine 
McNeill  did  a  fine  job  as 
coordinator  of  this  project. 

A  dedication  service  for 
children  and  their  parents  was 
held  April  7,  1985.  This  was  a 
first  for  our  church  and  was  very 
impressive.  Those  dedicated 
were:  Ashley  Rae  Carter  and  her 
parents,  Billy  and  Sharon 
Carter,  and  Brinnan  Rose  Layne 
and  her  parents,  Eddie  and 
Janis  Layne. 

The  WMU  sponsored  a  church 
wide  prayer  retreat  May  4,  with 
Margaret  Evans,  associational 
Prayer  Director,  leading.  We  also 
hosted  the  Associational  WMU 
Leadership  Workshop  September 
24,  1985,  which  had  the  largest 
attendance  on  record. 

Fifty  more  chairs  were 
purchased  for  use  in  Sunday 
School  rooms  and  the  fellowship 
hall,  due  to  growth  and  increase 
in  activities. 

During  the  summer  of  1985,  a 
part  time  secretary,  Toni  Ayers 
was  employed,  another  first  for 
us!  She  worked  on  a  temporary 
basis  until  Joy  Holder  was 
employed.  Joy  worked  until 
February  1986.  Both  of  these 
ladies  did  a  fine  job  and  were 
much  appreciated. 

A  summer  youth  worker,  Kobi 
McKensie  was  employed  and  she 
did  a  fine  job  with  the  youth 
activities  under  the  direction  of 
youth  director,  Jim  Perry.  A 


successful  Vacation  Bible  School 
was  held  with  classes  for  all 
ages,  including  adults.  Billy 
Collins  did  a  fine  job  as  director. 

The  educational  building  was 
upgraded  to  add  3  more  Sunday 
school  rooms  and  2  more  heat 
and  air  conditioning  units  were 
added,  to  accomodate  the  choir 
loft  and  pastor's  study  as  well  as 
improve  the  comfort  of  the 
sanctuary. 

The  Cemetery  Committee, 
with  Bernice  Briggs,  chairperson 
has  done  a  fine  job  of  plotting 
and  mapping  the  entire 
cemetery.  They  have  also 
identified  all  graves  and  placed 
markers  at  all  unmarked  graves. 

We  observed  Men's  Day  and 
Women's  Day  with  a  unique 
twist.  The  women  are  in  charge 
of  Men's  Day  and  the  men  are 
in  charge  of  Women's  Day.  We 
also  observed  Youth  Day.  The 
WMU  sponsored  the  collection 
of  birthday  gifts  for  July,  1985 
birthdays  of  residents  of 
Samarkand  as  well  as  sending  a 
donation  to  Thomasville 
Children's  Home,  gifts  to  the 
home  for  the  aging,  refreshments 
for  Yokefellow  ministry,  clothes 
for  a  needy  school  child,  fruit 
for  shut-in  etc.  The  Brotherhood 
also  completed  several  projects 
such  as  home  improvements  and 
repairs,  yard  work,  etc. 

We  have  many  active 
volunteers  in  our  church  and 
were  honored  as  a  church  with  a 
certificate  from  Governor  Jim 
Martin  for  "Outstanding 
Volunteer  Community  Service" 
through  Lee  County  Department 
of  Social  Services. 

Our  own  Don  Pittman  was 
invited  to  participate  in  a 
mission  venture  sponsored  by 
the  N.C.  State  Baptist 
Convention  Brotherhood 
Department.  He  traveled  to 
Antigua  as  part  of  a  team  to 
witness  and  to  offer  information 
for  improvement  of  agricultural 
practices.  The  Church  gave 
support  in  a  monetary  way  as 
well  as  prayer.  Upon  his  return 
Don  shared  his  experience  with 
the  church  by  means  of  a  slide 
presentation.  He  also  shared 
with  other  groups  in  the  area. 

Mrs.  Jennie  Cook's  family 
honored  her  on  her  birthday 
September  28,  1985  by  inviting 
the  entire  church  to  an  old 
fashioned  "pig-picking".  About 
200  persons  enjoyed  this 
celebration  in  our  fellowship 
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hall. 

On  October  9,  1985  we  began 
enjoying  a  series  of  films  by  Dr. 
James  Dobson.  These  films 
emphasized  the  strengthening  of 
the  family  and  were  excellent. 

In  October  1985  the  Mission 
Groups  began  meeting  on 
Wednesday  nights  with  leaders 
as  follows:  Acteens,  Janet 
Pittman  and  Michelle  Wade; 
GA's,  Elaine  McNeill,  Louise 
Kelly,  Lynn  Perry  and  Teresa 
Phillips;  Mission  Friends,  Debbie 
Bunnell,  Robin  Patterson,  Peggy 
Blackburn,  Virgie  Hamer,  Helen 
Collins,  and  Bonnie  Dean. 

On  October  6,  1985  a  new 
youth  fellowship  age  group  was 
started  for  four  year  olds  to 
second  grade.  Their  leaders  are 
Ronald  and  Robin  Patterson 
with  Lynn  Perry  as  assistant. 
Sally  Patterson  and  Marion 
Lanier  became  leaders  of  the  3rd 
through  6th  graders  and  Jim 
Perry  and  Michelle  Wade 
became  the  grades  7  through  12 
leaders.  Judy  Allen  leads  the  7- 
12  grades  in  music  and  Pauline 
Morrison,  Viola  Bowlin  and 
Mary  Hope  work  with  the  3-6 
graders  in  the  area  of  music  and 
puppets. 

The  youth  activities  continued 
to  grow  with  good  participation. 
On  October  12  a  car  wash  was 
done  by  the  youth  to  raise 
money  for  their  snow  ski  trip. 
That  afternoon  they  participatec 
in  an  associational  youth 
worship  service  and  volleyball 
game.  That  same  evening  the 
youth  of  the  3rd-6th  grade 
enjoyed  a  pizza  supper,  at 
Beaver  Creek  Baptist  Church. 

A  very  special  highlight  of 
October  was  our  being  host  to 
the  Sandhills  Baptist  Association 
meeting  on  October  22nd.  We 
provided  supper  to  a  record 
breaking  crowd  who  all  seemed 
to  enjoy  the  meal  very  much! 
Bernice  Briggs  did  a  fine  job 
coordinating  for  this  occasion.  It 
was  quite  different  than  the  last 
time  in  1958  when  because  of 
lack  of  space  the  people  had  to 
go  through  the  basement  area, 
pick  up  a  plate  and  move  to  the 
outside.  God  has  been  very  good 
to  us! 

Jim  Perry  was  elected  Youth 
Director  of  the  Sandhills  Baptist 
Association  and  is  doing  a  fine 
job  in  this  capacity  as  he  has 
here  in  the  church.  He  gets  fine 
support  from  his  wife,  Lynn. 

The  Youth  enjoyed  the  State 
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Fair  on  Friday  October  25  and 
on  Saturday  October  26  the 
children  2  years  old  through  6th 
grade  enjoyed  the  Halloween 
Carnival  at  San-Lee  Park.  Kevin 
Carter,  son  of  Billy  and  Sharon 
Carter  won  second  place  for  the 
most  scarey  costume! 

Our  Pastor,  Bob  Morrison 
continued  to  be  a  favorite 
evangelistic  speaker  and  was 
invited  as  revival  evangelist  at 
Robbins  First  Baptist,  October 
27  and  at  Red  Branch  November 
3rd.  Our  choir  sang  at  Red 
Branch  on  November  13th. 

On  November  3rd  during  the 
Royal  Ambassador  Rally  held  at 
our  church  our  own  Lee  Kelly 
won  second  place  in  the 
Pinewood  Derby  Race  in  the  3rd 
and  4th  grade  division  and  our 
own  B.J.  Kelly  won  second  place 
in  the  5th  and  6th  grade 
division.  The  Pioneers  and  their 
leaders  attended  the  N.C. 
Baptist  Men's  Convention  in 
Charlotte.  They  really  enjoyed 
seeing  and  hearing  famed 
Christian  comedian  Jerry 
Clower. 

Sherri  McLendon  was 
inducted  into  the  National 
Honor  Society  nominated  by 
Bernice  Briggs.  Bernice  was 
awarded  a  certificate  of  honor 
for  her  interest  and  participation 
in  nominating  candidates  for 
this  honor.  It  illustrates  her 
concern  in  the  education  and 
welfare  of  our  youth  through  the 
years. 

The  Baptist  men  began  having 
breakfast  meetings  on  Sunday 
mornings  once  a  month  and  this 
helped  create  more  interest  and 
participation. 

On  November  17  at  the  close 
of  the  worship  service  Brother 
Morrison  issued  an  invitational 
for  all  who  would  to  come 
forward  and  take  a  New 
Testament  to  give  to  a  lost 
person  and  go  through  the  plan 
of  salvation  with  that  person, 
using  the  marked  testament. 
Almost  everyone  came  forward 
and  received  one  of  the 
testaments,  committing 
themselves  to  this  opportunity. 

A  baptismal  service  was  held 
Wednesday  November  20,  1985 
with  Curtis  Mark  Bunnell  being 
baptised.  Mark  had  become  a 
christian  earlier  in  the  week  and 
desired  to  be  baptised  into  the 
church  before  leaving  for  service 
in  the  Navy  a  couple  of  days 
later.  As  far  as  we  know  this  was 


the  first  baptismal  service  ever 
conducted  at  a  Wednesday  night 
prayer  service. 

Our  1985  Foreign  Study  was 
taught  by  Billy  and  Anne 
Graham  on  November  24.  They 
always  do  a  fine  job  sharing  with 
us  in  this  way. 

We  again  joined  with  White 
Hill  and  Center  in  a  joint 
Thanksgiving  service  at  White 
Hill  on  November  27. 

We  set  a  goal  of  $1,200  for  our 
1985  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
offering  for  Foreign  Missions. 
The  Acteens  acted  as  a  post 
office  for  the  handling  of 
Christmas  cards  sent  by 
members.  The  postage  cost  was 
given  to  the  Acteens  for  the 
Lottie  Moon  offering  and  they 
made  the  deliveries.  The 
Pioneers  also  gave  the  offering  a 
boost  by  offering  yard  work 
services  to  anyone  for  a  donation 
to  the  offering.  Both  projects 
were  a  success  and  will  probably 
be  repeated  next  year.  Candles 
were  used  as  a  visual  showing 
the  progress  of  the  offering. 
Each  candle  represented  $100 
and  our  Pastor,  Bob  Morrison 
asked  church  officers  and  leaders 
to  light  one  or  more  candles  at 
each  service  until  all  were 
shining  bright.  All  these  efforts 
resulted  in  wide  participation 
and  exceeding  of  our  goal. 

The  White  Christmas  project 
was  done  a  bit  different  this 
time  as  all  classes  sat  in  groups 
and  came  forward  to  the  front  of 
the  church  to  deposit  their 
canned  goods.  This  was  a  very 
effective  service  on  December 
15th.  That  same  day  we  had  as 
guest  speaker  Mrs.  Betty 
Scarbrough,  Missionary  to 
Belize,  Central  America  who  was 
most  interesting.  She  said  she 
was  very  impressed  with  our 
White  Christmas  project  and  the 
way  it  was  conducted.  That 
evening  a  baptismal  service  was 
held  for  Dallas  Lanier.  His  wife 
Melissa  came  by  letter. 

On  December  22,  1985  the 
Children  ages  2  years  through 
6th  grade  enjoyed  Christmas 
caroling  with  their  leaders. That 
night  the  church  enjoyed  the 
Christmas  play  "The  Candle  in 
the  Window"  and  a  musical 
program  by  the  7th  through 
12th  grades. 

The  winner  of  the  Sunday 
School  High  Attendance 
campaign  was  Pre-School  B  (2 
and  3  year  olds,)  teachers 


Virginia  Denkins  and  Maxie 
Eads. 

The  month  of  December  1985 
continued  to  be  a  very  busy 
month  for  everyone.  The  older 
youth  went  caroling  on 
December  23rd  and  then  had  a 
lock-in  at  Jim  and  Lynn  Perry's 
home  on  December  27. 

The  wedding  of  Vernie  Ray 
Childress  and  Janet  Baugham 
was  performed  in  the  church 
sanctuary  December  28.  Sadly, 
Vernie  Ray  died  one  month 
later. 

On  January  8  there  was  a 
church  wide  celebration  of  the 
one  hundredth  anniversary  of 
Woman's  Missionary  Union. 
This  included  a  fashion  show  by 
the  Baptist  Women  and  Baptist 
Young  Women.  The  Clothes 
worn  represented  one  hundred 
years  of  fashion  and  the  ladies 
did  a  fabulous  job  in  looking 
authentic!  The  history  of  our 
own  WMU  was  read  and  then 
everyone  enjoyed  a  delicious 
supper. 

Our  church  joined  with  the 
other  churches  of  the  association 
in  a  "kick  off"  rally  for  the 
"Good  News  America  —  God 
Loves  You"  revivals.  This  was 
held  on  January  19,  1986  at 
Aberdeen  First  Baptist  church. 
The  rally  included  music  by  a 
mass  choir,  a  training  period  and 
a  wonderful,  inspiring  message 
by  Dr.  Harlan  Spurgeon  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 

The  youth  and  their  leaders 
enjoyed  a  ski  retreat  to  Boone, 
N.C.  the  week  end  of  January 
31,  1986.  All  came  back 
reporting  a  time  of  inspiration  as 
well  as  fun  and  a  "little  bit  of 
sliding"  into  a  mountain  by  the 
van! 

Our  church  folk  are  lovers  of 
music  and  enjoy  our  own 
musicians  as  well  as  guest 
musical  groups.  On  February  8, 
1986  the  Young  Believers  of 
Greensboro  presented  a  program. 
This  was  preceded  by  a  covered 
dish  supper  sponsored  by  the 
Baptist  men.  Donations  were 
given  toward  the  Baptist  Men's 
projects  they  are  doing  for  the 
elderly  of  the  community.  There 
was  probably  the  biggest  spread 
of  food  ever,  and  everyone 
enjoyed  the  meal  and  music  that 
followed.  The  Young  Believers 
are  from  Jim  McNeill's  home 
church. 

Cottage  prayer  meetings  were 
held  preceding  our  "Good  News 


America  —  God  Loves  You" 
revival.  These  were  held  in  the 
homes  of  Clyde  and  Mattie 
Burge,  Willis  and  Letha  Coggins 
and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bob 
Morrison.  The  dates  were 
February  11,  18  and  25.  Our 
week  of  Prayer  for  Home 
Missions  was  March  2-9  and 
afforded  a  perfect  opportunity  to 
focus  on  prayer  for  our  revival. 
Our  revival  was  March  9  with 
Rev.  Charles  High  of  the  Baptist 
Convention  Stewardship 
Commission  as  guest  evangelist. 


A  good  revival  was  experienced 
and  as  this  is  being  written 
results  are  still  being  felt.  Eight 
persons  were  baptised  in  March 
and  one  person  received  by 
transfer  of  letter.  From  the 
beginning  of  1983  through 
March,  there  were  seventy  nine 
persons  received  by  baptism, 
reflecting  the  fine  spiritual 
leadership  of  our  pastor,  Bob 
Morrison. 

On  February  16  the  choir 
hosted  an  "Appreciation  Party" 
for  Judy  Allen  as  this  was  her 


last  day  as  music  director.  The 
choir  presented  her  with  a  gift 
and  the  youth  presented  her 
with  a  beautiful  corsage  during 
the  Sunday  School  hour. 

Our  new  music  director,  Joe 
Calendine  began  his  duties  on 
Wednesday,  February  19,  1986. 
He  really  hit  the  ground 
running,  so  to  speak,  as  he  had 
to  prepare  for  revival  and  Easter 
as  well  as  regular  services  within 
a  very  short  time. 
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Some  of  the  pastors 
at  Ephesus  Baptist 
Church 


1.  Fulton  Thomas  family 

2.  Robert  Wilson 

3.  E.P.  Warrens 

4.  Bob  Morrison 

5.  L.M.  Dixons 

6.  Jim  Cooper  family 

7.  William  Rogers 

8.  W.G.  Kings 

9.  Bernard  Fallin  family 
10.  R.H.  Jones 


XIX. 


Original  Deed 
of  Property 


Made  November  8,  1896 


Ephesus  Baptist  Church 
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Woman's  Missionary  Union 


XXI.  WMU  HISTORY 


he  records  show  that 
Ephesus  has  been 
"Missionary  Minded" 
from  her  beginning.  The 
members  have  always  been 
faithful  in  giving  to  Foreign, 
Home,  State,  and  Associational 
missions  as  well  as  supporting 
special  offerings  to  the 
Children's  homes,  Hospitals, 
Colleges,  and  Seminaries  of  the 
denomination.  Prayer  for 
Mission  needs  has  been  a 
priority  in  the  church.  This  has 
been  reflected  in  the  church's        j 
support  of  the  Southern  Baptist  / 
Convention. 

On  April  27,  1913,  Pastor  J.B//S 
Willis  requested  that  Mrs.  J.     // 
Henley  give  the  ladies  of  the    // 
church  a  missionary  lecture.  Sne^ 
complied  and  then  organized  ai 
Missionary  Society  with  sevenj' 
members.  It  is  not  known  how 
long  this  group  continued  to  1$$,' 
active. 

Mrs.  Mack  Spivey  organized  a 
Ladies  Aid  Society  around  1919 
or  1920.  It  was  active  for  a  shoVtl 
period.  \v 

In  October,  1948  at  the  \\ 

invitation  of  Mrs.  Gladys  Dixon.V* 
wife  of  the  Pastor  of  Ephesus,      * 
Lemon  Springs,  and  Cameron 
churches,  a  group  of  ladies  from 
Ephesus  went  to  Cameron  to 
join  the  ladies  of  that  church  in 
their  Women's  Missionary 
Society  meeting.  As  an 
outgrowth  of  this  meeting,  a 
Women's  Missionary  Society  was 
organized  at  Ephesus  with  Mrs. 
Florence  Fisher  as  President. 
Other  charter  members  were 
Verla  Fisher,  Ella  Burge,  Nannie 
Marsh,  Hilda  Talley,  and 
Bernice  Briggs.  Mrs.  Dixon 
always  encouraged  and  helped 
the  society  in  monthly  meetings, 


and  often  taught  the  mission 
study  books.  Many  Sunday 
afternoons  were  spent  at 
Ephesus  in  three  hour  sessions, 
studying  mission  books. 

Others  joining  the  society  in 
the  early  fifties  were  Mae 
Shinault,  Cleta  Jones,  Viola 
Bowlin,  Clara  Yow,  and  Kathryn 
Poindexter.  About  this  time,  a 
need  for  funds  to  support  a 
mission  project  of  the 
organization  arose  and  the  group 
decided  to  sponsor  a  supper  at 
the  Greenwood  School  Cafeteria 
in  the  spring  of  1952.  Chicken 
stew  and  fish  were  the  menu 
and  of  the  few  women  members 
of  the  group,  several  held  jobs 
and  came  from  work  to  the 
kitchen,  it  was  a  very  warm 
place.  About  the  serving  time,  a 
severe  thunderstorm  hit  and  the 
fireworks  were  brilliant.  The 
.electrical  power  failed  and  the 
hungry  public  also  failed  to 
come,  so  no  profit;  was  realized. 
Two  husbands,  perhaps  weary  of 
overworked  wives  and  the 
apparent  failure  of  the  project, 
volunteered  to  donate  one^M  /  ] 
hundred  dollars  each  if  the 
women  would  agree  to  give  up 
raising  money  with  suppers. 
Great  was  the  relief  of  women 
and  husbands  alike,  so  to  this 
day,  the  women  of  Ephesus  have 
never  held  fund  raising  events. 
It  is.  felt  that  the  Lord  has 
indeed  blessed  our  mission 
efforts  with  generous  givers  and 
tithers\\  f  \^  >/<?>  /s 

Later  ha  the  mid-fifties, 
Ephesus  women  sponsored  the 
organization  of  a  Women's 
Missionary  Society  at  Piney 
Woods  Church. 

In  the  spring  of  1958,  after  the 
addition  to  the  front  of  the 
church  building,  giving  more 
classrooms,  youth  mission  groups 


were  organized  and  continued 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Bernard  Fallin,  wife  of  the 
Pastor  of  Ephesus  and  Lemon 
Springs  churches.  The  first 
recognition  service  for  Girls 
Auxiliary  was  held  in  this 
period.  The  women  also 
sponsored  the  Royal 
Ambassadors  Mission 
organization  for  boys  and 
provided  the  leadership  for 
teaching  missions  to  boys. 

The  mission  organizations  for 
the  youth  waned  and  faded  over 
the  next  several  years,  but  the 
s    Women's  Missionary  Society 
\  remained  steadfast,  never 
i\\missing  observing  the  weeks  of 
\prayer  for  Foreign  and  Home 
S  Missions  and  active  in  the 
' :  Associational  organization  as 
well  as  supporting  the  state 
^Mnvention  work.  Some  of  the 
ladies  who  became  active  during 
these  years  were  Alma  Faulk, 
yGenevieve  Liles,  Lucille  Bryant, 
^Pfearl  Spivey,  Elizabeth  Baxley, 
Ad  Lethia  Allen,  increasing  the 
Membership  to  seventeen. 
^//in  the  summer  of  1968,  the 

children  and  youth  groups  were 
-reorganized  after  a  time  of  being 
//inactive.  These  groups  have 
I  remained  constant  to  the  present 
time. 

In  the  early  seventies,  the 
Southern  Baptist  Women's 
Organizations  underwent  name 
changes  with  the  Women's 
Missionary  Society  becoming 
Baptist  Women,  Young  Women's 
Auxiliary  becoming  Acteens,  the 
Girls  Auxiliary  remained  the 
same,  and  the  Sunbeams  became 
Mission  Friends.  The  Royal 
Ambassadors  changed  to  the 
sponsorship  of  the  Baptist  Men, 
making  that  organization  the 
Brotherhood  and  all  the  girls 
and  Women's  groups  became  the 


Women's  Missionary  Union. 

Ephesus  has  been  fortunate  in 
having  some  pastors  with  deep 
missionary  concerns  and  visions. 
As  a  result,  missionaries  on 
furlough  were  brought  in  to 
speak  to  the  people,  telling  of 
the  needs  in  different  parts  of 
the  world,  making  these  needs 
beyond  our  community  real.  It 
was  under  the  leadership  of 
Pastor  Fulton  Thomas  that  the 
observance  of  Foreign  and  Home 
Missions  Weeks  became  church- 
wide,  resulting  in  the  teaching  of 
Missions  to  the  whole  church 
and  the  offerings  for  these 
causes  increased  substantially. 
The  wife  of  the  pastor  led  the 
mission  studies  and  did  an 
outstanding  work  in  teaching 
these  books. 

In  an  annal  associational 
meeting  in  the  seventies,  each  [j 
church  was  urged  to  name  an  jSf  .* 
outstanding  Baptist  Woman  wap». 
was  devoted  to  missions.  Mrs.  |j  "" 
Verla  Fisher  Hix  was  recognize!!^ 
as  a  charter  member  of  Ephesuis'  *" 
Women's  Missionary  Society  fo|\ 
her  un-failing  dedication  and  \\" 
committment  to  Christ  and  his  \\ 
work  through  missions. 

In  the  latter  sixties  and 
seventies,  several  younger 
women  became  active  in  the 
Baptist  Womens'  Organizations 
and  became  the  backbone  of  the 
later  formed  "Young  Baptist 
Women's  Organization."  These 
were:  Anne  Fore,  Nancy 
McLendon  and  Marie 
McLendon,  with  each  serving  as 
President  of  the  organization 
through  the  years.  This 
organization  has  been  a  credit  to 
Ephesus  as  they  have 
contributed  much  to  the 
church's  missionary  effort  and 
have  been  faithful  in  witnessing 
to  the  community. 


In  these  years,  Mary  Fore, 
Delia  Eads,  Goldie  Marsh,  and 
Helen  Kelly  became  members  of 
Baptist  Women.  Over  these 
years  as  she  lived  in  the 
community  from  time  to  time, 
Vesta  Allen  was  active  in 
Baptist  Women  and  wben  she 
lived  with  her  daughter,  Lora 
Branch,  she  was  hostess  to  the 
group  in  her  home.  Faye 
Tillman  and  Margaret  Bouldin 
were  also  active  members.  As 
time  passed,  Mts.  Evelyn 
Wilson,  wife  of  Interim  Pastor 
Robert  Wilson,  in  1975-1976  and 
again  in  1981-1982,  was  an 
inspiration  and  faithful  worker. 
Jean  Warren,  wife  -of  Pastor  E.P. 
Warren  from  1976-1981,  was 
active  in  Baptist  Women,  often 
as  hostess  in  her  home. 

In  1978,  during  Focus  Week  in 
February,  the  WMU  of  Ephesus 
Jed  the  church  again  honoring 
"Miss  Verla"  during  a  Sunday 
night  service,  when  several 
members  took  part  in  a  program 
by  telling  what  she, had  meant 
to  them  as  she  lived  her 
christian  testimony.  Each  person 
on  the  program  presented  her  a 
red  rose,  including  the  pastor, 
E.P.  Warren.  The  Valentine 
motif  was  used  in  decorations 
and  refreshments. 

In  1982,  during  Focus  Week  in 
February,  Viola  Bowlin  and 
Bernice  Briggs  were  honored  by 
the  church,  following  the    - 
Sunday  night  service.  The 
Young  Baptist  Women  had 
charge  with  short,  talks  and  the 
presentation  of  flowers  to  the 
honorees  and  refreshments 
afterwards. 

The  WMU  work  grew.  Lynn 
Perry  led  the  Mission  Friends 
into  growing  into  two  groups 
through  her  un-tiring  efforts. 
Each  year  since  the  early 


seventies,  a  Prayer  Retreat  has 
been  held.  In  1984,  Baptist 
Women's  Day  was  observed  in 
June  with  Miss  Hobbs  of  the 
state  office  as  speaker.  In  1985, 
it  was  observed  with  Mrs. 
Davison,  active  Baptist  Women 
of  Raleigh,  as  speaker.  The 
youth  organization  has 
experienced  leaders,  some  of 
whom  were  trained  in  Girls 
Auxiliary  in  their  younger  days, 
so  we  see  mission  education 
paying  off. 

For  Focus  Week  1985,  the 
k  church  honored  "Miss  Verla"  on 
\\her  86th  birthday  with  a  plaque 
■"'presented  by  the  Pastor  Bob 
Morrison,  making  her  Deaconess 
Emeritus.  Many  former  members 
and  family  connections  came  to 
honor  her.  A  luncheon  followed 
with  decorations  for  a  festive 
birthday. 

-    Since"  1983  Mrs.  Pauline 
Morrison,  wife  of  our  Pastor,  is 
an  active  Baptist  Woman, 
leading  the  organization  in 
Mission  projects,  and  presently 
also  serves  as  secretary. 
*  /fWe  continue  to  strive  to 
/mprove  the  quality  of  our 
,/^nissionary  organization.  One 
result  of  this  is,  we  were 
awarded  a  certificate  of 
Achievement  Recognition  in 
1985  by  the  WMU  North 
Carolina  Baptist  State 
Convention. 

Today  our  work  awaits  us.  We 
have  much  to  do  for  missions 
and  the  organization  to 
accomplish  this.  Let  us  not  be 
slow  in  our  efforts,  but  eager 
and  ready  for  the  innumerable 
opportunities  around  us. 

—  Bernice  Briggs 


Baptist  Young  Women 


XXII.  YOUNG 

BAPTIST  WOMEN 

HISTORY 

n  1971,  a  small  group  of 
missions  minded  young 
women,  composed  of 
Marie  McLendon,  Anne 
Fore  and  Nancy  McLendon  (who 
were  members  of  the  Baptist 
Women),  saw  a  need  to  start  a 
Baptist  Young  Women's 
Organization.  With  the  help  of 
Bernice  Briggs,  the  Baptist 
Young  Women's  group  was 
organized  on  March  9,  1971  at 
the  home  of  Nancy  McLendon 
with  ten  women  present. 

Officers  were  elected  and  a 
decision  made  to  meet  on  a 
monthly  basis.  The  women 
present  included: 


Nancy  McLendon 
Anne  Fore 
Marie  McLendon 
Diane  Tillman 
Jean  Tillman 

Jo  Wilson 
Doris  Rhodes 
Becky  Lewis 
Gloria  Fulcher 
Bernice  Briggs 
(to  help  Organize) 


The  second  meeting  was  held 
on  April  13,  1971  at  the  home  of 
Marie  McLendon.  At  this 
meeting,  the  decision  was  made 
to  do  at  least  one  mission 
project  per  month.  The  first 
mission  projects  that  were  done 
was  to  visit  Keller's  Nursing 
Home  and  to  visit  Verla  Hix  in 
her  home. 

From  the  very  beginning, 
Baptist  Young  Women  meetings 
have  always  begun  with  the 
reading  of  scripture  and  the 
prayer  calendar  (a  list  of 
missionaries  birthdays)  and  with 
prayer.  Each  month  a  program  is 
presented  in  order  to  learn  more 
about  the  work  missionaries  do. 
Meeting  are  concluded  with  a 
business  session  and  with  prayer. 


On  many  occasions,  refreshments 
are  provided  following  the 
meetings  and  a  brief  time  of 
fellowship  enjoyed.  Occasionally, 
meetings  are  held  at  a  local 
restaurant  and  the  members 
enjoy  a  meal  together.  These 
things  enable  the  group  to  feel  a 
certain  closeness  as  members  of 
God's  family. 

Through  the  years,  the  Baptist 
Young  Women  have  always  been 
faithful  to  missions.  At  least  one 
mission  project  has  been  done 
each  month  since  the  group  was 
organized.  As  a  gToup,  the 
Baptist  Young  Women  have 
purchased  about  sixty  fruit 
baskets  for  the  sick  and  shut-ins 
in  our  community. 
Approximately  forty  meals  have 
been  prepared  for  families  where 
there  was  sickness  or  death. 
About  eighty  visits  have  been 
made  to  local  nursing  homes  and 
on  many  of  these  visits,  fruit 
taken  to  the  residents.  Also,  the 
group  has  purchased  many  cards 
and  gifts  over  the  years  for  the 
sick  and  needy  in  our  area. 
Items  purchased  include  Bibles, 
clothes,  food,  toys,  flowers  and 
even  a  stump  sock.  Every  year 
since  the  Baptist  Young 
Women's  group  was  organized, 
the  group  has  participated  in 
"Christmas  in  August",  which  is 
a  project  to  send  needed  items  to 
a  missionary.  The  group  has  also 
sent  many  gifts  and  money  to 
the  Samarkand  Training  School, 
Women's  Prison,  the  Fuel  Fund 
and  Food  Closet  of  Lee  County 
Department  of  Social  Services, 
and  the  Baptist  Home  in 
Albemarle,  etc. 

In  1978,  the  Baptist  Young 
Women  realized  that  with  the 
rise  in  the  economy,  the  group 
could  not  afford  to  do  many 
expensive  projects  without 
having  some  fund  raising 
activities.  The  ladies  decided  to 
sell  greeting  cards  and  the  like, 
to  raise  money  which  would 
primarily  be  used  to  purchase 
Christmas  gifts  and  food  for  a 
needy  family.  The  funds  which 


were  left  would  be  used  to  fund 
other  smaller  projects  during  the 
year. 

In  May  of  1977,  seven  Baptist 
Young  Women  members 
attended  a  retreat  at  Munda 
Vista.  Their  lives  were  enriched 
by  hearing  Martha  Franks,  a 
former  missionary  to  China. 
While  at  the  retreat,  the  ladies 
learned  that  most  of  those  in  the 
group  were  Young  Baptist 
Women  age  (30  to  45)  rather 
than  Baptist  Young  Women  age 
(18  to  29).  They  returned  with 
the  goal  of  starting  another 
missions  organization  called 
Baptist  Young  Women  and  those 
who  were  thirty  years  of  age  and 
over  would  change  their  group 
name  to  Young  Baptist  Women. 
This  was  tried  in  October  of 
1977  but  there  was  not  enough 
interest  for  a  new  group  so  the 
existing  group  simply  changed 
their  name  to  the  Young  Baptist 
Women. 

In  1974,  the  Young  Baptist 
Women's  Organization  began 
setting  a  goal  for  the  Foreign 
and  Home  Missions  Offerings. 
This  helped  to  encourage  each 
member  to  contribute  more  to 
missions.  The  group  has  always 
emphasized  missions  and  has 
supported  this  work  through 
monetary  gifts  and  prayers.  Each 
year,  the  group  presents  a 
program  during  the  Foreign 
Week  of  Prayer  and  the  Home 
Missions  Week  of  Prayer.  One  of 
the  Young  Baptist  Women's  best 
efforts  was  in  1976  when  they 
presented  the  play  "It  Cannot 
End  at  Kobe,"  which  was  about 
the  life  of  Lottie  Moon.  The 
play  was  also  presented  several 
years  later  at  a  Sunday  night 
service. 

Every  organization  has  good 
and  bad  times  and  this  group 
has  also.  Up  until  1980,  the 
Young  Baptist  Women  had 
always  had  an  average 
attendance  of  approximately 
nine  or  ten.  However,  for  the 
church  year  of  1980-1981,  the 
average  attendance  of  the  group 


m 


was  four.  Even  though  the  group 
was  small  in  numbers,  they 
continued  to  do  mission  projects 
and  to  persevere  in  God's  work. 

There  are  several  levels  of 
achievements  for  the  Young 
Baptist  Women  to  strive  toward. 
In  order  to  achieve  an  award, 
the  group  had  to  accomplish 
many  different  things  such  as 
participating  in  the  Weeks'  of 
Prayer,  Mission  Projects,  Prayer 
Retreats,  new  member 
enlistment  during  the  year,  etc. 
The  Young  Baptist  Women  have 
achieved  "merit"  many  times, 
which  is  the  third  highest  award. 
In  1977,  the  group  received  the 
"Advanced"  award,  which  is  the 
second  highest  achievement 


level.  In  1982,  the  group  received 
the  "Distinguished"  rating, 
which  is  the  highest  level  of 
achievement. 

In  1982,  the  group  began  an 
on-going  project  at  Central 
Carolina  Hospital.  One  Baptist 
Young  Women  member,  Helen 
Collins,  is  a  hospital  social 
worker.  She  keeps  on  hand  some 
Baptist  Young  Women's  funds 
which  are  used  to  purchase 
medications  for  the  indigent. 
Through  each  project  that  is 
done,  the  main  goal  is  to  share 
the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord. 

Over  the  years,  the  Young 
Baptist  Women  have  had  twenty 
six  different  members.  The 


group  has  two  charter  members 
that  have  always  remained 
active  in  the  organization.  These 
members  are  Anne  Fore  and 
Doris  Rhodes  Douglas.  The 
members  are  very  proud  of  these 
two  individuals  and  their 
accomplishments  in  the  group. 

God  has  truly  blessed  the 
Young  Baptist  Women's 
organization.  Being  a  member  of 
this  group  makes  it  easier  to 
witness  and  to  do  things  for 
others.  Our  prayer  is  that  God's 
continued  blessings  will  be  with 
the  group  as  we  try  to  reach  our 
community  for  Christ. 

Lynn  Perry 
Helen  Collins 


MEMBERS 


*  Active  Members 

*  Anne  Fore 
March  9,  1971 

*  Doris  R.  Douglas 

March  9,  1971 

Nancy  McLendon 
March  9,  1971  to  June,  1981 

Marie  McLendon 
March  9,  1971  to  October,  1981 

Diane  Tillman 

March  9,  1971  to  October,  1977 

Jean  Tillman 

March  9,  1971  to  September, 
1979 

Jo  Wilson 

March  9,  1971  to  March,  1977 

Becky  Lewis 

March  9,  1971  to  March,  1972 


Carolyn  Jones 

August  10,  1971  to  August,  1972 

*  Linda  Happ 
August,  1971  to  November,  1975. 

October,  1977  to  June,  1978. 

April,  1979  to  January,  1980  and 

August,  1983 

Estelle  Bullard 
November,  1971  to  April,  1973 

Judy  Allen 

January,  1973  to  March,  1979 

Gail  Bender 

February,  1973  until  moved  out 
of  state  (date  unknown) 

Jean  Cooke 

October,  1973  to  February,  1974 

*  Lynn  Perry 
February,  1974 


*  Helen  Collins 

August,  1976 

*  Louise  Kelly 
February,  1977 

Lois  Ayers 

February,  1977  to  August,  1977 

*  Betty  Venable 

September  1982 

Teresa  Phillips 

June,  1983  to  May  1984 

Robin  Patterson 
April,  1984  to  February,  1985 

*  Ola  Meir 

April,  1984 

*  Janet  Pittman 

April,  1984 


XXIII  —  Youth  Fellowship 


YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP 
HISTORY 

outh  Fellowship  was 
organized  on  June,  1983 
by  Phillip  Townsend 
who  was  our  first  paid 
summer  youth  worker.  He  began 
a  Bible  Study  each  Sunday 
afternoon  before  worship  that 
summer.  This  Bible  study 
became  known  as  Youth 
Fellowship.  This  group  of  Youth 
and  Adult  volunteers  raised 
money  through  car  washes,  bake 
sales  and  yard  sales  so  the  youth 
of  our  church  could  go  to  camp 
at  Caswell  for  a  week.  They  did 
many  activities  that  summer 
such  as  swimming,  lock-ins, 
parties,  volleyball,  etc. 

Some  people  in  the  church  felt 
that  the  work  started  with  the 
Youth  by  Phillip  Townsend 
should  be  continued.  Jim  Perry 
continued  the  Youth  Fellowship 
Meetings  with  Jim  and  Elaine 
McNeil,  W.T.  and  Nancy 
McLendon,  Judy  Allen  and  Cliff 
Ayers  assisting  when  needed. 

The  Youth  did  many  activities 
during  their  first  full  year  of 
existance  such  as  bowling, 
volleyball,  lock-ins,  many  parties 
and  even  ice-skating.  The  Youth 
also  performed  in  a  live  Nativity 
Scene  with  Adult  Choir  as  back 
up  music. 

The  Youth  Council  was 
formed  in  1984  which  consisted 
of  four  adults  and  four  young 
people.  The  newly  formed  Youth 
Council  elected  Jim  Perry, 
Chairman  and  Youth  Director. 

In  June,  1984,  Phillip 
Townsend  returned  as  our  paid 
summer  Youth  Worker.  The 
Youth  again  had  a  busy  summer 
with  many  activities,  Bible 
studies,  plus  many  fund  raising 
activities  so  the  Youth  could 
return  for  camp  at  Caswell 
again. 


During  the  summer  of  1983 
and  1984  Phillip  Townsend 
spent  time  with  children  four 
years  to  6th  grades,  planning 
organized  activities  and  mini- 
trips.  This  sparked  an  interest  in 
the  third  through  sixth  grade 
children  in  wanting  a  Youth 
Fellowship  Bible  Study  for  them 
along  with  activities.  This  was 
organized  in  October  1984  with 
the  leaders  being  Don  and  Janet 
Pittman  with  Marion  Lanier  and 
Linda  Happ  assisting. 

In  October  1984  the  seventh 
through  twelfth  grade  Youth 
Choir  was  organized  with  Judy 
Allen  the  music  leader.  This 
choir  sang  many  times  during 
their  first  year  in  existance  at 
Sunday  Night  Worship  Service. 
They  also  sang  at  the 
Associational  Youth  Rally  in 
March,  1985  at  Southern  Pines. 
Since  this  choir  has  been  formed 
they  stopped  their  practice  time 
each  summer  and  began 
practicing  again  in  September. 

The  1984-85  year  was  a  big 
year  for  the  Youth  Fellowship. 
Not  only  was  a  third  through 
sixth  grade  Youth  Fellowship 
formed  but  the  seventh  through 
twelfth  grade  continued  to  grow 
in  number.  Michelle  Wade 
became  Assistant  Leader  to  Jim 
Perry  this  year.  Jim  and  Elaine 
McNeill,  Billy  and  Helen  Collins 
and  Lynn  Perry  were  faithful 
assistants  during  this  year  on 
many  of  the  trips.  Some  of  the 
activities  were  lock-ins,  ice 
skating,  and  even  Snow  Skiing 
in  Boone,  North  Carolina  in 
February,  1985  which  became  an 
exciting  new  experience  for 
everyone.  Some  of  the  parents  of 
the  Youth  helped  with  the  Ski 
trip. 

Kobi  McKenzie  became  our 
part  time  paid  summer  youth 
worker  in  June,  1985.  During 
this  summer  the  seventh 


through  twelfth  grade  Youth 
Fellowship  raised  the  money  for 
a  camping  trip  to  Lake  Meyers 
and  for  their  winter  ski  trip 
January,  1986.  They  did  many 
other  activities  during  the 
summer  months  such  as  hosting 
an  Associational  Volleyball  game 
and  many  parties  and  outings. 

In  October,  1985  a  four  years 
to  second  grade  Youth 
Fellowship  began  with  Ronald 
and  Robin  Patterson  as  leaders 
and  Lynn  Perry  assisting.  This 
group  has  done  many  activities 
such  as  crafts  and  visiting  the 
shut-ins  at  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas  Caroling  during  the 
holidays.  This  group  has  six  on 
roll  at  present. 

The  third  through  sixth  grade 
began  this  year  with  new 
leaders,  Sally  Patterson  and 
Marion  Lanier.  This  group 
presented  a  Christmas  play  the 
first  Sunday  Night  in  December 
with  the  help  of  their  music 
leaders,  Viola  Bowlin,  Mary  Yow 
and  Pauline  Morrison.  They  also 
went  Christmas  Caroling  and 
gave  a  puppet  show.  They  have 
also  formed  a  choir.  This  group 
has  thirteen  on  roll. 

The  seventh  through  twelfth 
grade  leaders  remain  the  same  as 
in  1984-85  year.  This  group  has 
twenty  five  on  roll  with  eighteen 
very  active  members.  They  have 
already  been  ice  skating  and 
shopping,  Christmas  Caroling, 
many  parties  and  snow  skiing 
again. 

The  youth  of  today  are  our 
church  of  tomorrow.  May 
Ephesus  always  support  our 
Youth  with  our  time  and 


prayers. 


Jim  and  Lynn  Perry 


m 


XXIV.  ROYAL 
AMBASSADORS 

g|  he  Royal  Ambassadors  is  an 
organization  designed  to 
acquaint  boys  with  Southern 
Baptist  Mission  activities 
and  to  lead  them  to  know  Jesus 
Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior,  and  to 
grow  closer  to  Him. 

Ephesus  Baptist  Church  formed 
an  RA  chapter  for  older  boys  in 
grades  7  through  12  in  1975.  Later 
the  chapter  grew  to  include  younger 
boys  in  grades  3  through  6.  In  1985 
the  chapter  was  again  expanded  to 
include  boys  in  grades  1  and  2. 
Presently,  meetings  are  held  for  the 
three  groups  twice  a  month. 

The  RA  meetings  are  used  to  plan 
for  mission  projects,  social  events, 
camping  trips,  to  work  on  progress 
awards,  and  to  teach  a  lesson  on 
missions.  The  boys  participate  in 
associational  state  activities  such  as 
track  meets,  training,  college  days, 
and  camping  trips. 

They  plan  and  carry  out  several 
projects  each  year.  Some  of  the 
projects  held  this  past  year  included 
raising  money  for  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  offering,  doing  yard  work 
for  elderly  members  of  the  church, 
donating  canned  foods  to  the  White 
Christmas,  and  assisting  the  Baptist 
men  in  some  of  their  work.  For 
social  activities,  the  Ra's  go  on 
camping  and  hiking  trips,  and  have 
cook  outs  and  fishing  trips.  All  of 
these  activities  are  to  provide  boys 
with  good  Christian  fellowship,  to 
show  them  that  Christians  can  have 
fun,  and  to  give  them  a  sense  of 
responsibility  in  regards  to  missions, 
at  home,  in  their  community,  and 
abroad. 

Don  Pittman 

XXV.  THE 
BROTHERHOOD 

he  men  of  Ephesus  Church 
organized  a  Brotherhood 
under  the  leadership  of 
Pastor  Fulton  Thomas  at  a 
planning  meeting  held  on  January  5, 
1972.  The  first  President  was  John 
McLendon. 

The  Associational  Baptist  Men's 
Rally  was  held  on  May  13,  1972 
with  Ephesus  as  host  at  the  White 
Hill  Fellowship  Hall  with  the 
Ephesus  ladies  serving  a  bountiful 
evening  meal  to  a  good  crowd.  The 
theme  of  the  rally  was  "A  Christian 
Layman  —  A  Personal  Evangelist." 
A  Bible  study  was  led  by  Joe 
Lennon  and  Pastor  Thomas  brought 


an  inspirational  message  on 
"Developing  a  Compassionate 
Concern  for  Lost  People." 

It  was  in  1972  that  the 
Brotherhood  took  over  the 
leadership  of  the  Pioneers  and 
Crusaders  groups  from  the  WMU. 
The  total  enrollment  for  the  Baptist 
men  was  44.  Robert  Cooke  served  as 
the  next  President  and  through  the 
years  Hugh  Tillman,  Gray  Allen, 
Billy  Collins,  and  Jim  McNeill  have 
been  President  of  this  organization. 

Over  the  years  the  meeting  times 
have  changed  and  the  attendance 
waned  and  risen  and  now  the 
meetings  are  on  a  Sunday  morning 
with  breakfast  with  an  enrollment 
of  around  50  in  all  groups. 

The  special  projects  of  the 
Brotherhood  have  reached  out  to 
include  community  missions.  They 
have  seen  needs  and  responded  to 
these  in  a  material  way.  Roofs  have 
been  repaired,  porches  built,  houses 
painted,  wood  cut  for  fuel  for 
widows,  the  senior  citizens,  and  the 
sick,  for  church  members  and  non- 
members.  Other  than  that  much 
repair  work  and  new  work  has  been 
done  at  the  Church.  After  the 
January  1985  freeze,  many  pipes 
were  burst  under  the  church 
buildings.  An  expensive  plumbing 
repair  bill  was  saved  by  the  Baptist 
men  doing  this  work. 

The  men  are  to  be  commended  for 
their  untiring  efforts  at  home.  One 
of  the  members,  Don  Pittman, 
volunteered  for  a  week  as  a 
Missionary  to  Antigua  in  1985,  going 
to  help  in  his  field  of  Soil 
Conservation.  The  Church  supported 
him  in  a  monetary  way.  It  is  with 
joy  and  pride  that  we  have  seen 
Don  and  his  wife,  Janet,  volunteer 
for  Foreign  Mission  work  in 
Ethiopia,  the  first  to  go  from 
Ephesus. 

As  the  men  of  the  church  have 
grown  stronger  and  are  providing 
able  leadership  for  the  boys,  so  is 
their  support  of  the  Pastor  and  the 
outreach  which  is  the  mission  of  the 
church.  May  it  ever  be  so. 

Bernice  Briggs 

XXVI.  GIRLS' 
AUXILIARY 


he  WMU  mission  groups 
were  first  organized  at 
Ephesus  in  1958  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Pastors 
wife,  Mrs.  Margaret  Fallin.  They 
flourished  and  during  this  period  a 
recognition  banquet  was  held. 
Attendance  waned  and  the 


organization  was  discontinued  about 
1962. 

Re-organization  occurred  in  1968 
with  Marie  McLendon  and  Bernice 
Briggs  leading  the  GA's  and  YMA's. 
There  were  twenty  two  girls 
enrolled  with  meetings  held  twice  a 
month  in  homes  of  the  leaders  and 
members.  The  study  of  missions  was 
included  in  the  programs  and  in 
participation  in  the  weeks  of  prayer 
for  Foreign  and  Home  Missions.  The 
church  sent  several  girls  to  camp  in 
Mundo  Vista.  There  were 
community  mission  projects  every 
month  and  several  non  churched 
families  were  reached.  A  visit  was 
made  to  the  Baptist  Childrens 
Home  in  Thomasville.  In  later  years 
Viola  Bowlin,  Helen  Kelly,  Fay 
Tillman,  Marian  Lanier,  Nancy 
McLendon,  Jean  Tillman,  Doris 
Rhodes,  Louise  Kelly,  Shelby 
Womack,  Lynn  Perry  and  Teresa 
Phillips  have  worked  with  this 
group. 

Shortly  after  the  GA  organization, 
a  Sunbeam  Band  was  organized  for 
the  under  six  years  with  Ailene 
Gaster  and  Linda  Beal  leading. 
Others  who  have  worked  with 
teaching  the  young  ones  have  been 
Sally  Mulnix,  Cleta  Jones,  Gloria 
Fulcer,  Judy  Allen,  July  Ayers, 
Dianne  Tillman,  Barbara  Jones, 
Betty  Venable,  Darlene  Kelly,  Virgie 
Hamer,  Helen  Collins,  Lynn  Perry, 
Debbie  Bunnell,  Robin  Tillman  and 
Peggy  Blackburn.  These  children 
have  enlivened  the  days  of  shut-ins 
and  residents  of  the  nursing  home. 

In  the  seventies,  the  WMU  groups 
changed  names  so  that  Sunbeams 
became  Mission  Friends,  Girls 
Auxiliary  stayed  the  same,  YWA's 
became  Acteens. 

Acteen  leaders  have  been  Viola 
Bowlin,  Delia  White,  Judy  Ayers, 
Ann  Fore,  Ola  Meir  and  currently 
Janet  Pittman.  They  have 
participated  in  the  annual  day  at 
Campbell  College  and  with  the  GA's 
made  a  recent  trip  to  the  Childrens 
Home  at  Thomasville.  The  study  of 
Missions  through  programs  and 
books  have  been  the  theme  of  this 
group. 

In  1985  for  the  first  time,  all 
mission  groups  were  awarded  the 
Distinguished  rating  as  previously 
Merit  had  been  their  highest  rating. 
There  are  forty  five  on  roll  and 
these  young  people  are  being  taught 
to  be  missionary-minded  leaders  of 
tomorrow. 

Bernice  Briggs 


m 


Church  Roll  —  Then 

XXVII.    MEMBERS    OF   YESTERYEAR 


m 


Allen,  Anthony 
Allen,  Arthur  Ray 
Allen,  John 
Allen,  Wayne 
Allen,  Will  P. 
Ashburn,  Harvey 
Ashburn,  Harvey,  Jr. 
Ashburn,  Helen 
Ashburn,  Joe 
Baker,  Mrs.  Gertrude  J. 
Barber,  Mrs.  Fay  W. 
Baxley,  Johnny 
Beal,  Mrs.  Linda  W. 
Beal,  Mrs.  Maggie 
Bender,  Mrs.  Gail 
Benton,  J.B. 
Benton,  Mrs.  Minnie  F. 
Blalock,  Mrs.  Addie  J. 
Bouldin,  Gene 
Bouldin,  Harvev 
Bouldin,  Judy 
Bouldin,  Margaret 
Bowlin,  Robert 
Boyde,  Amanda 
Branch,  Mrs.  Lora  A. 
Branch,  Wingate 
Briggs,  Cathy 
Briggs,  Kelly 
Bryant,  Pam 
Bullard,  Pat 
Bullard,  Mrs.  Violet  M. 
Bunnell,  Mrs.  Eliza  C. 
Bunnell,  Gwynn 
Bunnell,  Phillip 
Bunnell,  Mrs.  Roberta  L 
Burns,  Ira 
Burns,  Mrs.  Ira 
Burge,  Mrs.  Ella  D. 
Burge,  G.T. 
Butner,  Larry 
Butner,  Mrs.  Mary^, 
Butner,  Wade 
Cameron, 

Carey,  Mr: 
Carrigg,  Rutrj 
Carter,  Mr: 
Caviness,  ] 
Childress, 
Childress, 
Clark,  Mrs 
Coggins,  Florence 
Coggins,  Mrs.|lylu 
Coggins,  Mrs.|r|utijj 
Coggins,  W.ol  * 
Coggins,  Mrs. I 
Cole,  Mrs.  Gef 
Cole,  Mrs.  Re 
Collins,  1 

Collins,  Mrs.  Jean" 
Collins,  Mrs.  Maude  K. 
Cooper,  Mrs.  Bertha 
Cooper,  Mrs.  Billie  F. 
Cooper,  Kathy 
Cooper,  Swanson 
Cothran,  Dewey 
Cothran,  Mrs.  Gladys  J. 
Crutchfield,  Herbert 
Crutchfield,  T.E. 
Culler,  Vance 
Danielson,  Debra 
Darnell,  Mrs.  Susie  M. 
Darnell,  Mrs.  Ailene  H. 
Davenport,  Mrs.  Emma  C. 
Davenport,  Rubv 
Dixon,  Mrs.  Mary  J. 
Dobv.  Mrs.  Patsy  C. 
Doby,  Russell 
Duke,  Mrs.  Kav  0. 
Eads,  Bruce 


Mel). 


Edwards.  Mrs.  Mildred  T 

Elliott,  Oscar 

Elliott,  Thomas 

Ellis,  A.G. 

Ellis,  Mrs.  Miriam 

Ellis,  Mrs.  Shirley  V. 

Ellis,  Teresa 

Faulk,  Mrs.  Alma 

Faulk,  Allen 

Faulk,  Linda 

Fisher,  Mrs.  Carrie  H. 

Fisher,  Claude 

Fisher,  Mrs.  Flor 

Fisher,  John 

Fisher,  Loren 

Fisher,  P.A. 

Fisher,  Roy 

Fisher,  Will  V. 

Fore,  Forrest 

Fore,  Loved  E. 

Fore,  J.R. 

Fore,  Mrs.  Linda 

Fore,  Lewis 

Fore,  Mrs.  Prilla 

Fore,  Mrs.  Theln 

Fulcer,  Mrs.  Gloria  C. 

Fulcer,  Thomas 

Gilbert,  Mrs.  Martha  J. 

Gilmore,  William  M. 

Goodman,  Mrs.  Vallie  I 
Nina  B. 

Gwynn,  Mrs.  Katie  B. 

Hall,  Mrs.  Brenda  A. 

Hall,  Frances^^S*?^? 

Hall,  Mrs.  EstelleSL*-^ 

Hall.  Mrs  Lucille  C. 

Halt,  Mrs.  Wilma  A 
riflardy,  Mrs.  Ava  H. 

Barringt. 

Hash,  Betty  M 
■'  Hastings,  Dehbie. 

Hayes,  Mrs    Annette 
:   Haymore,  Carl 

Hay.muie,  Herberts 

Hay* 

x,jiv".  j.m; 

nk-y,  Mrs.  T6rBfjl< 


Key,  Mrs.  Ida  M. 
Key,  J.G. 
Lankford,  Gilmer 
Lankford,  Mrs.  Patsy  S. 
Lawhon,  Dora 


Lawho 
Lawho 


B. 


J.J. 

Mrs.  Mary  F. 
Lawhon,  Minnie 
Layne,  Eddie  Ray 
Layne,  Oscar 
Lavne,  Rachel 

is,  Bernice 
Mrs.  C.G. 
Mrs.  Eliza  F. 
ons,  Lovenia 
Minnie 
ons,  Mrs.  Nonnie  G 
ons,  Sarah  B. 
s,  Mrs.  Beckv  A. 
Clifford 
Henry 

imes  W. 
|M|fe.  Mollie  Y. 
Long,  M&ilimie  L 
Marsh,  Mrs.  Nannie  M. 
Marsh,  R.  Sidney 
Matthewi,  Mrs.  Mabel  I 
MtBryde,  ML. 
McBrvd«3Ravm 
McCaskilL  Mrs.. 
Mr  I  Jonah},  Mrs. 
hey,  Ira 
Gaugbey,  Mr. 
McLertd™,  Mrs. 
McLcml 


,nd 


,  Mrs.  Jeanette  II. 

son.  Mrs   Call ii 

son,  Monroi 
Johnson,  Mr 
Jones,  Rev.  Bartley 
Jones,  Mrs.  Cleta  J. 
Jones,  Coy 
Jones,  Mrs.  Dora 
Jones,  Mrs.  Gladys  A 
Jones,  Kenneth 
Jones,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Jones,  Mrs.  Vera 
Kelly,  Mrs.  Betty  W. 
Kelly,  Bryant 
Kelly,  Carter 
Kelly,  Dewey 
Kellv,  Doris 
Kelly,  Mrs.  Flora  B. 
Kelly,  Gertrude 
Kelly,  Hugh 
Kelly,  Johnnie 
Kelly,  Warren 


Pi>e,  Mti.  Nannie 

Riddle- 

Mrs:  AffHTTC. 

Riddle, 

Mrs.  Elizabeth 

Riddle, 

James  D. 

Rollins 

Mrs.  Maggie  S. 

Salmon 

Mrs.  Betty  H. 

Salmon 

Clarence 

Salmon 

Eddie 

Salmon 

Elbert 

Salmon 

Davis 

Salmon 

Lillian 

Salmon 

,  Rena 

Saunde 

rs,  Betty 

Saunde 

rs,  Jack 

Savage 

Ada 

Savage 

Mrs.  Augusta 

Savage 

Thomas 

Scarboro,  Mrs.  Janet  E. 

Sehan, 

Angela 

Seawell,  Delia 
Seawell,  E.J. 
Seawell,  Dr.  V.W. 
Shaw,  Tine 
Sheffield,  Tommie 
Sherron,  Phil 
Shinnault,  Mrs.  Mae  S. 
Smith,  J.D. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Permelia 
Smith,  Turner 
Smith,  W.A. 
Smith,  Wayne 
Sorrell,  Stella 
Spivey,  Duncan 
Spivey,  Elwood 
Spivey,  Jesse  B. 
Spivey,  Lovenia 
Spivey,  Mack 
Spivey,  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Spivey,  N.A. 
Spivey,  Mrs,  Pearl  McD. 
Stevenson,  M.L. 
Stevenson,  Mrs.  M.L. 
Stevenson,  Stancil 
Stewart,  Hugh 
Stewart,  Mrs.  Judy 
Stone,  Mrs.  Hannah  McL. 
Stone,  Leroy 
Stone,  Victor 
Talley,  Mrs.  Hilda  S. 
Talley,  Mrs.  J.C. 
Talley,  Joe 
Taylor,  Hubert 
Thomas,  Andra 
Thomas,  Bernice 
Thomas,  Mrs.  Bessie 
Thomas,  Mrs.  Bobbie  J. 
^Thomas,  Rev.  Fulton 
homas,  Mrs.  Jewel 
Karen 
Mark 

^nnie  L. 
[Grav 

"  Ada 
Darlene 
Debra 

Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Kim 
Leon 

s.  Minnie 
,  Murnice 
,  Ricky 
,  Terrell 
,  Twain 
i  ,  Weslev 
rth,  J.J. 
Mrs.  Jean 
Paul 
*hyllis 
Irs.  R.L. 
Jts,  Robert 
t'hisnant,  Mrs.  Joyce  E. 
Wicker,  Mrs.  Bleeker  F. 
Wicker,  Mrs.  Brenda  T. 
Wicker,  Clyde 
Williams,  Mrs.  Glenola  B. 
Willis,  Mrs.  Blanche 
Willis,  Rev.  R.T. 
Wilmoth,  Wayne 
Womack,  A.C. 
Womack,  Mrs.  Mary  L. 
Wood,  Mrs.  Brenda 
Wood,  Mrs.  Nora 
Yow,  Agnes  J. 
Yow,  Mrs.  Debbie 
Yow,  Kenneth 
Yow,  Preston 


Church  Roll  —  Now 

XXVIII.     CURRENT    MEMBERS 


Allen,  Dawn  Renee 

Allen,  Johnny  Gray 

Allen,  Judith  S.  1973 

Allen,  Nick  Wayne  1979 

Allen,  Mrs.  Vesta  1939 

Allen,  Wayne  1955 

Arnold,  Graham 

Ashburn,  Cora  1969 

Ashburn,  Emmett  1970 

Ashburn,  Harvey,  Jr.  1963 

Ashburn,  Joe  1968 

Ashburn,  Mrs.  Nancy 

Ashburn,  Richard  1968 

Atkins,  Gary  1955 

Atkins,  Johnny  1972 

Ayers,  Brian  1984 

Ayers,  Carl  1968 

Ayers,  Clayton  1963 

Ayers,  Clifton  1983 

Ayers,  Florence  1968 

Ayers,  Henry  1968 

Ayers,  Lois  1985 

Ayers,  Marie  1983 

Baker,  Tonay 

Baker,  Velma 

Baxley,  Elizal 

Beal,  Maggie 

Beal,  Rog 

Bender,  Gail 

Blackburn 

Blackburn 

Blackburn 

Blackburn 

Blackburn 

Blackburn 

Blackburn 

Blackman, 

Blakley,  Joe 

Boggs,  Carla 

Boggs,  Jamie  1986 

Boggs,  Michael  1971 

Boggs,  Vera  1971 

Bouldin,  Brenda  197 

Bouldin,  Donald  19' 

Bouldin,  Judy  1 

Bouldin 

Bouldin,  Peggy 

Bouldin,  Po: 

Bouldin,  Stev 

Boud 

Bowman 

Bowman,  Rick  1985 

Brannon,  Crystal  1984 

Brewer,  SneTl, 

Briggs,  Berni 

Bullard,  Este 

Bullard,  Ray 

Bullard.  Robin  1983 

Bunnell,  Aubrey  1986 

Bunnell,  Barney  1960 

Bunnell,  Debbie  1984 


Coggins,  Willis  1975 
Collins,  Cathv  A.  Cole  1963 
Collins,  Helen  H.  1962 
Collins,  Jean  L.  1958 
Collins,  William  L.  Jr. 

(Billy)  1972 
Cooke,  Jean  C.  1968 
Cooke,  Jennie  1956 
Cooke,  Robert  1956 
Cooper,  Kathy  1969 
Cooper,  Helen  L.  1958 
Cothran,  Roy  1986 
Dalrymple,  Judy  1974 
Darnell,  Ailene  H.  1958 
Darnell,  Maude 
Davenport,  Ollie  1942 
Dean,  Bonnie  Y.  1984 
Dean,  Tony  1984 
Denkins,  Rose 
Denkins,  Virginia 
Denkins,  Tara  1984 
Douglas,  Doris  Rhodes  1971 

jl  LcpetT|i_Gaster  1976 
lioUglaSriR 
Kay  < 
Katoliruoe  l95fi 
Fads,  rvfe  1B54 
Kails,  Hasfoll  195 

Bads.  Maria  1 

sniott.  o*c;ir 

"jjSfhv  )9t;y 

f&my  1971 
Ellis,  Keith  1* 
lis,  Opal  1969 
wards.  Mildred  '1 
Farley,  Gail  A.  1SS4 
Parlev,  Clayton  198* 
Faulk,  IVg^rtKayfegj 
Faulkner,  Kosematv  W 
Fields,  Ann  Ead 
Fore,  Anne  I9Si 


1964 


Bu 


nell.  Gv 


Bunnell,  Kay  1984 
Bunnell,  Mark  1985 
Bunnell.  Roberta  1967 
Bunnell,  Wilma  1970 
Burge,  Clyde  1982 
Burge,  Mattie  1982 
Byrd,  Delia  White  1970 
Calendine,  Jay  1986 
Calendine,  Joe  1986 
Calendine.  Kelly  Jo  1986 
Carey,  Kathy  Warf  1968 
Carroll,  Allen  1986 
Carroll,  Brian  1986 
Carroll.  Connie  Fore  1968 
Carter,  Billy  1985 
Carter,  Sharon  P.  1984 
Childress,  A.C.  1955 
Childress,  Janet  B.  1985 
Childress,  Mary  1927 
Childress,  Wendi  1985 
Clark,  Alma  Havmore  1954 
Clark,  Terrell  Venable  1969 
Coggins,  Letha  M.  1953 
Coggins,  Johnny 
Coggins,  Marsha  O.  1969 


Green,  Thomas  1972 
Gunter.Jeffery  1972 
Gunter.  Kay  Robsoa^^S=Ii; 
Hales.  Andrew  1957 
Hates.  Litlie  M.  ISrVT 
all.  Uremia  A.  1963 

■ff?E§ai£5r=T9J2 

Hall,  Susie~SpTv-ey  1958 
Hall,  Wilma  Allen  1944 
Hamer,  Mark  1984 
Hamer,  Virgie  1970 
Hancock,  Swannie  F.  1971 
Happ,  Larry,  Jr.  1984 
Happ,  Linda  Murphy  1971 
Happ,  Melissa  1984 
Hardy,  Ava  Holt  1971 
Harris,  Jean  A.  Tillman  1964 
Hash,  Betty  Myers  1971 
Hastings,  Bobby  1985 
Hastings,  Debbie  1971 
Hastings,  Lynn  1985 
Havmore,  Larry  1963 
Haymore,  Mary  1960 
Hickman,  Barbara  E.  1969 
Hickman,  Frankie  1970 
Hickman,  Mike  1970 
Hix,  Verla  Fisher  1910 
Howard,  Lawrence  1963 
Howie,  Sylvia  K.  1963 
Hudson,  James  1971 
Hudson,  Margaret  1971 
Jackson,  Doris  1985 
Jackson,  Joel  1968 
Jackson,  Peggy  Spivey  1968 
Jones,  Barbara  1963 
Jones,  Carolvn  1971 


Jones,  Carey  1984 
Jones,  Clayton  1955 
Jones,  Joni  1984 
Jones,  Layton  1955 
Jones,  Randy  1968 
Kelly,  B.J.  1984 
Kelly,  Brian  1983 
Kelly.  Brenda  1970 
Kelly,  Bryant  1963 
Kelly,  Clarence 
Kelly.  Darlene  1982 
Kelly.  Elizabeth  1963 
Kelly,  Helen  1963 
Kelly,  Lee  Edward  1984 
Kelly,  Louise 
Kelly,  Moody  1984 
Kelly,  Ronnie 
Kelly,  Tina  1982 
King,  Margie  Fulford  1942 
Kirk,  Cy  1985 
Kirk,  Glenda  S.  1985 
Kirk,  Jack  1985 
Kirk,  Jackie  1985 
Kirk,  Julie  1985 
Knight,  Brenda  Cox  1985 
Knight,  Tammy  Gaster 
Lanier,  Dallas  1985 
Lanier,  Daron  1983 
,anier,  Jeff  1972 
ier,  Marion  1972 
ier.  Melisa  Lawson  1985 
e,  Billy  1985 

EJt-Jr.  1958 
ne.  GaWll  1958 

j/n%  1985 

J"hnnv 

Rachel 

R4*e  1958 

■miffi- Fulford  1942 

Margaret.  C    1985 

ieneivt  1936 
erry,  Perry  197n 
terry,  Sarah  1970 
ear.  Sheila  R.  1971 
Marks,  Flora  Ayers  1968 
Marsh.  Charles  1973      .- 
Mattaechiune,  Vincent  1986 
Matthews,  BmtyH.  1958 
Matthews,  Carol  K.  1B68 


McLean,  Opal  M.  1985 
McLena,  Jialph  1985 
Mckean,  Terry  1984 
McLendon,  Jamie  1984 
McLendon,  Jeff  1984 


McLendo 


McLend 
McLend 


John  1967 
Marie  B.  1967 
Nancy  E.  1969 
Sherri  1983 
McLendon,  W.T.  II  1969 
McNeill,  Elaine  Kay  1983 
McNeill,  James  1983 
Meier,  Eric  1984 
Meier,  Lori  1983 
Meier,  Ola  Beal  1983 
Morrison,  Pauline  1983 
Morrison,  Reb.  Robert  1983 
Morrow,  Phyllis  Boggs  1970 
Mulnix,  David  1984 
Mulnix,  Edward  1984 
Murphy,  Callie  1984 
Mussellwhite,  Joan  L 
Norris,  Wendy  1973 
Oglesbee,  Carrie  1984 
Oglesbee,  Doris  Jean  1984 
Oglesbee,  Jack,  Jr.  1969 
Oglesbee,  Jack,  Sr.  1969 
Oglesbee,  Mike  1984 
Oglesbee,  Robert  1969 
Parham,  Wilbur  Earl  1958 
Parker,  Beatrice  F.  1958 
Parker.  Linda  Ayers 
Patterson.  Beverly  1984 
Patterson,  Doris  Cole  1971 
Patterson,  Keith  1984 
Patterson.  Larry  1984 


1958 


Patterson,  Robin  Pickard  1982 
Patterson,  Ronald  1972 
Patterson,  Sally  S.  1957 
Perry,  Helen  H.  1956 
Perry,  Jim  1971 
Perry,  Lynn  Hamer  1967 
Perry,  Mike  1969 
Perry,  Robert  1970 
Phillips,  Jackie  1981 
Phillips,  Ken  1970 
Phillips,  Rosemarie  S.  1976 
Phillips,  Teresa  B.  1973 
Phillips,  Wayne  1970 
Pierce,  Carol  Lee  1969 
Pittman,  Don  1983 
Pittman,  Janet  1983 
Poindexter,  Linda  1983 
Poindexter,  Richard  1983 
Poukka,  Dennis  1985 
Poukka,  Ruby  McGehee  1985 
Salmon,  David  1985 
Salmon,  Eddie  1970 
Salmon,  Elbert  1970 
Shean,  Angella  1969 
Sheffield,  Tammie  1954 
Sherron,  Robert  Hugh 

(Bobby)  1956 
Sherron,  Ruby  Phelps  1956 
Sherron,  Tommie  Hugh  1956 
Smith,  Hester  Baker  1952 
Smith,  Migkie_Fore  1986 
Spivey,  Evelyn  (F.vo  1985 
Spfvev,  Famiw  J.  1068 
Spjvi  v.  Julian  1958 

Thomas.  Linda  Foxe  1968 
Ihoimis.  Joy  ci-  1985 
jjUMfci.  AnK0»iie3j)*J 
Tillman,  Diane  Douothan  1969 
Tillman.  Favo  VeBabte.1969 
Tii!m;,n,  Hugh  196D    '■ 
Tillman,  Jackie  1969 
Tillman,  Kim  1976 
Tillman.  Pam  1976 
Tillman,  liaudy   1969 
Tillman,  Robin  Bouldin  1977 
Tillman,  Scott  '" 
Tillman.  Sherry 
Tillman,  Tommy  i- 
ITricli.  Lois  1983 

Venable,  Betty  Salmon  1960 
Venable,  Darlene  1969 
Venable,  Debra  1969 
Venable,  Jeff  1977 
Venable,  Kim  1970 
Venable,  Leon  1955 
Venable,  Loraine  B.  1982 
Venable,  Shane  1983 
Venable,  Thurman  1960 
Venable,  Tony  1984 
Venable,  Twain  1970 
Wade.  Michelle  1974 
Wade,  Mitchell 
Wade,  Polly  Jean  1976 
White,  Debbie 
White,  Larry  Sr.  1984 
White,  Larry,  Jr.  1984 
White,  Michelle 
White,  Terry  Kelly  1984 
Willett,  Maggie  1970 
Willis,  Blanche  1962 
Wilson,  Bradley  1984 
Wilson,  Joli  1984 
Wilson,  Josephine  1970 
Wilson,  Michael  1986 
Wilson,  Tony 
Winstead,  Larry  1985 
Womack,  Shelby  Spivey  195 
Yow,  Clara  1952 
Yow,  Greg  1985 
Y'ow,  Larry  1963 
Yow,  Mary  Carter  1985 
Yow,  Monroe  1952 
Yow,  Robert  1967 


XXIX. 


Tribute  to  the  Fisher  Family 


February  12,  1978 


i_y  he  P.A.  Fisher  family  of  German  descent  moved  from  Union  County  in  North  Carolina  to  Moore 
^llJS  County  in  1904  and  settled  in  a  community  called  Mount  Gilead.  Soon  after  coming  to  the  area, 
SmiiS    several  of  the  family  united  with  Ephesus  Baptist  Church  located  near  the  crossroads  of  the  old 

Plank  Road  at  White  Hill.  P.A.  Fisher  and  his  wife  Carrie  Harkey  Fisher  came  by  transfer  of  their 

church  letter;  John  was  baptized  in  1909,  Will  and  Verla  in  1910,  Lorene  and  Janie  in  1915,  and  Roy  in 
1920.  Mrs.  Will  (Florence  McDonald)  Fisher  came  by  baptism  in  1928.  Through  the  years,  the  family  has 
been  a  sustaining  strength  and  visionary  leadership  for  the  church.  Tonight  we  come  to  honor  Mrs.  Verla 
Fisher  Hix  as  the  oldest  active  member.  Also  we  would  like  to  honor  Mr.  John  Fisher  who  is  with  us  but 
attends  elsewhere.  Mrs.  Janie  Fisher  McCaskill  and  Mr.  Roy  Fisher  live  in  other  parts  of  the  state. 

Mr.  P.A.  Fisher  was  elected  superintendant  of  Sunday  School  in  1917  and  later  served  as  a  deacon  for 
many  years.  He  is  remembered  by  all  who  knew  him  for  his  remarkable  memory  and  alert  mind  as  well  as 
for  his  physical  stamina,  living  to  be  102  years  old  and  only  a  little  while  before  his  passing  in  1967  was 
he  confined  to  his  home.  He  had  several  sons  who  served  in  world  War  I  and  one  son  served  in  World  War 
II  as  an  aide  to  the  Nuremburg  trials  in  Germany.  He  later  served  as  Director  of  Motor  Vehicles  in  the 
State  Government  of  North  Carolina.  During  these  years,  one  son,  Will  married  Florence  McDonald  and 
remained  in  the  community  where  both  were  loyal  and  devoted  members  of  the  church  for  more  than  forty 
years.  Mrs.  Fisher  taught  the  Adult  Sunday  School  class  for  thirty  years  and  Mr.  Fisher  was  treasurer  of 
the  church  for  forty  years  and  also  chairman  of  the  deacon  board  for  many  years.  He  also  served  as 
Sunday  School  Superintendent  and  was  described  in  his  funeral  service  as  "a  Christian  Statesman."  I 
remember  him  as  being  concerned  for  the  absentee,  visiting  the  unfaithful  and  drop  outs,  visiting  the  sick 
always  and  many  times  taking  groceries  to  those  of  the  church  in  need.  I  give  this  family  background  to 
introduce  the  one  we  honor  tonight  for  this  church  recognition.  We  honor  her  as  a  member  of  Women's 
Missionary  Union  and  as  the  oldest  active  member  of  our  church,  and  as  the  one  who  most  nearly  typifies 
the  Christian  Witness  which  is  the  goal  of  all  of  us  who  strive  to  grow  in  Christian  maturity  through  close 
relationship  to  the  Master  by  Bible  study  and  exemplary  living.  When  I  was  a  junior  girl  in  Sunday  School, 
she  was  my  teacher  and  for  many  years  afterwards.  She  was  church  clerk  for  the  years  from  1925-1926 
and  was  always  willing  to  serve  in  any  capacity  in  the  church.  She  is  a  faithful  tither  and  loaned  the 
money  for  one  of  the  first  four  Sunday  School  rooms  built  in  1954,  without  interest.  The  cost  of  the  room 
was  $1,000.  "Miss  Verla,"  as  she  is  affectionately  known,  always  has  a  sweet  spirit.  I  never  saw  her  angry 
about  any  church  business  and  she  has  been  a  missionary  in  her  home  community,  picking  up  people  in  her 
car  on  many  occasions  so  they  would  be  able  to  come  to  church.  She  always  invited  the  pastors  and 
visiting  ministers  to  her  home  for  meals  and  recently  a  member  of  the  Youth  Team  from  the  State  Office 
found  a  room  ready  for  her  there  for  the  duration  of  her  stay.  In  the  days  when  Ephesus  was  a  one  room 
sanctuary,  two  single  front  doors  and  long  wooden  pews,  many  times  she  could  be  found  taking  her  turn 
and  more,  cleaning  the  church  for  worship  services;  the  pews  were  heavy  and  unwiedly  and  the  set  time 
for  cleaning  was  on  Saturday  afternoons;  hot  in  summer  and  cold  in  winter  in  a  building  neither  heated  or 
cooled  for  this  task.  She  was  married  in  April  1952  in  Ephesus  to  Mr.  Boyd  Hix;  Mr.  Hix  passed  away  in 
1956.  Again  she  was  alone  with  Mr.  P.A.  and  continued  to  care  for  him  until  his  passing.  To  show  our  love 
for  her,  we  wanted  to  especially  recognize  Mrs.  Verla  Fisher  Hix  tonight  as  our  observance  of  WMU  Focus 
Week.  Now  our  Pastor  and  some  fellow  church  members  will  have  their  testimonials  of  love  for  her. 

Bernice  Briggs 


P.A.  Fisher  Celebrates  His  100th  Birthday 


VERLA  FISHER  HIX 

Born  February  10,  1899         Died  July  10,  1986 
"Love  is  her  name." 


We  call  her  Miss  Verla,  but  love  is  her 

name 
Each  time  that  you  see  her,  she's 

always  the  same 
Her  smile  is  so  lovely,  it  lights  up  any 

place 
Surely  we  all  would  say,  the  love  of 

Christ  is  seen  in  her  face. 

Her  friendship  is  a  gift  I  will  always 

treasure 
Her  kindness  knows  no  limit,  to  me  it's 

been  shown  beyond  all  measure 
A  friend  you  can  count  on,  I've  found 

her  to  be 
Her  cheerfulness,  her  Christ  likeness, 

is  a  blessing  to  me 


Miss  Verla  we  love  you,  that's  all  I  can 

say 
A  friend  so  faithful,  a  friend  we  can 

never  repay 
This  tribute  can  say  so  little,  and 

serves  only  as  a  start 
Of  expressing  the  thanks  we  are 

feeling  deep  in  our  heart 

We  call  her  Miss  Verla,  but  love  is  her 

name 
Faithful,  steadfast,  she's  always  been, 

oh  to  be  the  same! 
If  more  were  just  like  her,  a  better 

place  this  would  be 
More  of  Christ  and  his  loveliness  a  lost 

world  would  see. 

—  Viola  Bowlin 


OB 
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THE   WHITE   HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October  17,    1985 


To  the  Congregation  of 

Ephesus  Baptist  Church: 

Congratulations  on  the  occasion  of  your  100th 
anniversary. 

Religious  faith  has  always  been  the  essence  of 
strength  for  free  peoples.     As  guardians  of  this 
faith,  our  churches  and  synagogues  seek  to  con- 
tinually renew  the  spirit  of  brotherhood,   family, 
and  concern  for  one's  fellowman  embodied  in  the 
Judeo- Christian  tradition.      This  is  the  spirit  that 
built  and  preserved  our  freedom  and  made  us  a 
humane  and  God-fearing  people.      From  early  times 
the  fire  of  faith  has  burned  brightly  all  across  this 
land,  and  as  long  as  it  lives,   so  will  the  America 
we  cherish. 

As  we  commemorate  this  anniversary,  let  us  all 
resolve  to  revitalize  the  spirit  of  community  which 
sustains  us.     Let  our  wisdom  be  vindicated  by  our 
deeds.     And  when  our  work  is  done  and  the  busy 
world  is  hushed,  then  may  God  in  His  mercy  give 
us  a  safe  lodging,  a  holy  rest  and  peace  at  the 
last. 

Again,   congratulations  and  God  bless  you. 
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EPHESUS  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


CENTENNIAL  COMMITTEE 

VIOLA  BOWLIN 

LYNN  PERRY 

HELEN  COLLINS 

BARBARA  JONES 

CLYDE  BURGE 

ANDREW  HALES 

NANCY  McLENDON 

BERNICE  BRIGGS,  CHAIRPERSON 


The  Centennial  Committee  began  to  work  in  May  1985  and  we  are  appreciative 
of  all  the  help  that  has  been  given,  which  has  made  it  a  labor  of  love.  We  are 
grateful  for  the  past  and  for  all  those  who  have  gone  before  us,  and  for  the  records 
they  preserved  so  well. 

We  pray  for  a  vision  to  help  us  see  clearly  what  the  future  holds  for  our  church, 
to  capture  it,  to  become  excited  about  it  and  to  courageously  live  it  out  in  our  time. 


Centennial  Committee 

Viola  Bowlin,  Lynn  Perry,  Nancy  McLendon,  Barbara  Jones,  Helen  Collins, 
Bernice  Briggs,  Clyde  Burge,  and  Andrew  Hales 
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phesus  is  proud  to  announce  the  appointment  of  Don  and  Janet 
Pittman  to  Foreign  Missionary  service  in  Ethiopia.  They  are  the 
first  workers  in  full  time  christian  service  to  go  out  from  Ephesus. 
The  church  held  a  Commission  Service  on  August  10,  1986.  They 

will  go  in  vocational  service,  Don  as  a  Soil  Conservationist  and  Janet  as 

a  Medical  Technician. 


—  NOTES  — 


